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the ship at St. John’s, New Brunswick, for Lon- I merely throw it out, that we may not again in- } six other citizens of the same State, for the same 
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don, which would have amounted to between || struct a committee to do that which one of our || object. 


£900 and £1,000 sterling, but owing to the late- || 
ness of the season, the ship was obliged to put into 
the port of Yarmouth, at the entrance of the Bay || 
of Fundy, and there haul up until the month of 
April, ata very great expense; and the crew of the || 
ship, having been shipped in London, and thence |, 
to return, refused to quit the ship, except on re- || 
ceiving additional pay. 
The petitioner further states, that he has never | 
aueib aby remuneration from any person for port | 
chargesincurred at Fayal, nor for the loss of time by || 
said ship caused by saving the persons aforesaid, || 
thirty of whom, the petitioner has been informed || 
and believes, were American citizens,) the loss of || 
freight, and the provisions consumed, and the 
extra wages paid to the crew, and the wear and 
tear of the ship consequent upen her deviation |) 
from her intended voyage; that the passengers || 
saved from the ship Caleb Grimshaw, were con- || 
veyed in the ship Sarah from Fayal to New York |! 
for the sum of £400—a sum scarcely sufficient to || 
cover the expenses attendant onthe voyage. The |, 
petitioner therefore prays, that Congress will be || 
pleased to take his case into consideration, and | 
rant him such relief as may seem proper. 
The petitioner thus recalls an interesting event | 
which, on a previous occasion, I brought to the || 
notice of the Senate. 
inquiry, requesting a committee of the Senate to || 
inquire and report on the propriety of giving to || 
Captain Cook, of the barque Sarah, some suitable } 
testimonial of appreciation of his services on that || 
distressing occasion. I now introduce this peti- || 
tion, in the hope that it may be thought proper to || 
make a just and liberal compensation to the owner i 
of the vessel, which rendered this great service to | 
the cause of humanity. I ask leave also to submit |! 
with this petition, proof of the facts which it con- |. 
tains, together with a resolution, which I desire to 
be considered at this time, and which I will read: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- | 
structed to inquire and report on the propriety of making || 
some adequate compensation to Elisha W. Badd Moody, |) 
owner of the British barque Sarah, for the losses sustained || 


by him in the rescue of the passengers and crew of the 
American ship Caleb Grimshaw. 


1} 











be none, as itis a mere resolution of inquiry—I 
again wk that it may now be considered. 

There being no objection, the resolution was 
brought before. the Senate for consideration. 

Mr. KING. I supposed, Mr. President, that || 
the presentation of a petition, with a motion to || 
refer it to a committee would have carried all the 
instructions which the Senator from New York 
proposes. The object of presenting and referring |, 
4 petition, is to bring it to the notice of a committee, || 
that they may examine its merits and ascertain if ! 
there is anything that it would be appropriate to || 
do, and, if so, what? Sir, I do not understand || 
this unusual course which the Senator has taken. |, 
The Senator presents a petition, and at the same |, 
time he presents a resolution on the same subject. || 
Now, the petition will go to a committee, but the || 
resolution, under the rules of the Senate, will lie || 
on the table for one day, unless it shall be con- |, 


| 
1] 
If there be no objection—and k trust there will | 
} 





sidered by consent of the Senate. Perhaps that || 
may be the practice in the legislature where the | 
Senator has 


duced to take this unusual course here. 

Some time ago, sir, 1 called for the papers in this || 
matter of the rescue of the Caleb Grimshaw. The } 
papers were furnished by the Secretary of State; || 
and when they came here, on my motion they || 
were referred to tle Committee on Foreign Rela- || 
tions; and on the next day, the Senator comes up || 
= submits a resolution to instruct a committee to 

i what one of the committees of the Senate is 
already e | in doing—considering what re- 
ward shall be given to the gallant men who ren- | 
dered this valuable service. 

I think the course which the Senator is pursuing, 
Sie If we are thus to overload our journal 
wit resolutions of instruction to committees, it 

be with great embarrassment. But 


en, and he may thus have been in- | 








| cerning the case of the Caleb Grimshaw, | had in- 


|| After the lapse of a fortnight or three weeks, the 


I introduced a resolution of || can only say that he has the right to object. 


legislative experience. 


|| of the Senator from Alabama. 


| to them; and I deem it proper, in the fulfilment of 


committees is already engaged in doing. i] 
Mr. SEWARD. A word of explanation is due || 
to myself in reply to the Senator from Alabama. 
The Senate will recollect that long before the Sen- | 
ator from Alabama moved in this majter, and called H 
upon the Government or upon the Secretary of |) 
State for the information to which he alludes, con- | 


troduced a resolution of instruction to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs to inquire into that subject. 


Senator from Alabama moved his resolution, call- 
ing for the papers in this case, and when the pa- 
pers were received, as my resolution on that sub- 


| ject had been for some time lying upon the table, 
| | asked the Senate to refer it, with those papers, to 


I 
i 
{| 
acommittee. I think in that I was perfectly jus- | 
tified. I think, sir, that the transaction to which | 
I called the attention of the Senate, on a former oc- | 
1 

| 

i 

i| 


| casion, and to which I now call its attention, was 


of a peculiar and marked character; and I think it 
due to the interests I represent here, and fo mark 
my own appreciation of the conduct of Captein 
Cook, that | should introduce the resolution which 
I have heretofore submitted. 1 am not aware that 
there is any impropriety in the course which I have | 
pursued. Ifthe Senator has any objection to it, I |, 
Sir, 
I say nothing of the practice of legislatures else- || 
where. It is along time since | have had any | 
I do not set up any expe- | 
rience of mine in opposition to the great experience i 


The resolution was then laid upon the table. 1 
} 


CHAPLAINS IN THE PUBLIC SERVICE. 


Mr. BERRIEN. I beg leave to present sundry |. 
petitions from citizens of Georgia, asking from 
Congress the abolition of the office of chaplain. | 
As coming from a portion of my constituents, | 

| 


presept these petitions in the fulfilment of my dut 


what I believe to be my duty to myself and my 
country, to state, that I do not concur in the appli- | 
cation made by these memorialists. I believe this | 
to be a time-honored institution, which came down || 
from the founders of our Government. I believe | 
it to be authorized by the Constitution, which || 
gives us the power to elect our own officers. | 

I am desirous also to state, that the course | 
which has been uniformly pursued by Congress, |, 
of appointing chaplains, cannot result in a church |, 
establishment. I have thought it necessary, in | 
presenting these petitions, to make this brief | 
explanation, and I now move that they be referred || 


| 
' 
} 


| to the Judiciary Committee. 


The petitions were accordingly referred. I 
Mr. WHITCOMB presented the petition of | 
Elijah Corbin, and seventy-seven other citizens of | 
the State of Indiana, asking that the chaplaincies || 
in Congress, and in the military and naval service, 
may be abolished, and against any legislation here- 
after on religious subjects. 
Also, from B. L. Goodwin, and one hundred | 
and forty-four others, citizens of the eame S.ate, | 
for the same object. 
Also, the petition of David Gordon, and twenty- 
five other citizens of Indiana and Ohio, for the | 
same object. | 

Also, the petition of Thomas Flint, and sixty- 
one other citizens of Indiana and Ohio, for the 
same object. 

Also, the petition of William Kester, and one 
hundred and seventy-one other citizens of Indiana, | 
for the same object. 

Also, oe, of John B. Walker, and one | 
hundred and fifty-four other citizens of Indiana, | 
for the same object. 

Also, the petition of J. R. Callihan, and one | 


| hundred and seventy-three other citizens of Brown 


county, Indiana, for the same object. | 

Also, the petition of P. H. Humphreys, and | 
other citizens of the same State, fir the same | 
object. 


Also, the petition of Ransom Riggs, and eighty- ° 


Also, the petition of Willis H. Dobbins and 
forty-one other citizens of the same State, for the 


;| same object. 


Also, the petition of E. Cox and sixty-four other 
citizens of Indiana, for the same object; all of which 
were referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WALKER presented a petition of citizens 


| of Wisconsin, asking that the office of chaplain 


may be abolished. 

Mr. DODGE, of Towa, presented a petition of 
citizens of Iowa, to the like effect. 

Mr. HUNTER presented five petitions, all nu- 
merously signed by citizens of Virginia, to the 
same effect. 

Mr. ATCHISON presented five petitions, from 
citizens of Missouri, numerously signed, to the 
same effect. 

Mr. MILLER presented five petitions, numer- 
ously signed by citizens of New Jersey, to the 
same effect. 

Mr. SHIELDS presented two petitions from 
citizens of Illinois, to the like effect. 

Mr. TURNEY presented a petition from citi- 
zens of Tennessee, to the like effect. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented further petitions, 
all numerously ened by citizens from different 
portions of the State of New York, tw the same 


| effect. 


Also, two petitions from citizens of New Jer- 
sey, to the like effect. 

These memorials were severally referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. YULEE, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which was referred the report of the 
Secretary of the Navy, in reply to a resolution call- 


_ ing for the cost of the maintenance of the African 


squadron, and the number of deaths in the same, 
reported it back to the Senate, with a request that 
it might be printed; which was conctrred in. 

Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Print- 


|| ing, to which was referred the motion to print the 


report of the Second Auditor, in relation to dis- 
bursements for the benefit of the Indians, reported 
in favor of printing the same; which was con- 
curred in. 

CASE OF J. ROBERTSON. 

Mr. MANGUM submitted the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That the Commitiee to andit and control the 
contingent expenses of the Seuate. inquire into the propriety, 
equity, and justice, of making J. Robertson some remenera- 
tion for his urrest, &c., in the month of December last. 


The resolution was adopted. 
MISSISSIPPI—NASHVILLE CONVENTION. 


Mr. FOOTE... [hold in my hand several jaint 
revolutions, recently adopted by the Legislature of 
the State of Mississippi, having a vital connection 
with the important questions which have, for 
some time past, almost exclusively occupied the 
attention of the two Houses of Congress, and 
which have awakened an amount of solicitude and 
anxiety in the public mind of the country, that has 


| been seldom heretofore called forth by any ques- 
| tions whatever. 


I shali ask presently that these 
| resolutions may be read, but shall desire no action 
of any kind thereupon, until my honorable col- 
| league and myself shail receive an attested copy 
| thereof—the arrival of which is confidently to be 
expected a few days hence. I trust, Mr. Presi- 
dent, that the Senate will bear with me patiently 
while | offer a few remarks upon the subject em- 
braced in these resolutions—necessary, as | con- 
| ceive, to the vindication of the State of Mississippi 
| against certain unjust and unkind allegations, and 
important at this time, as explanatory of the true 
attitude of that State, in regard to the convocation 
| of the Nashville Convention. I should not be 
| willing to occupy the attention of the Senate with 
| these matters at the present moment, but for two 
reasons, which I will concisely state. The first 
is this: the National Intelligencer of this city, in 
| several recent editorial articles, has dealt very 
freely in language of censure, in regard to the 








action of the State of Mississippi, in originating 
the call of a Southern Convention. The editors 
of this old and respectable journal have not hesita- 
ted to run a regular parallel between the action 
of the southern States at this time—in resolv- 
ing to assemble in convention, for the vindica- 
tion of their constitutional rights from assailment, 
and for the counteraction of certain well-known 
measures of threatened hostility—and the famous 
Hartford Convention, the very name of which 
has long been odious and abhorrent to all true 
ae I shall not now, sir, indulge in the 
anguage of recrimination, to which | am so 
strongly invitéd. It is not my desire at this mo- 


ment to do or to say anything which may beget | 
feelings of sectional unkindness, and thus obstruct | 


that speedy compromise and settlement of all ex- 
isting difficulties, which all good citizens now so 


ardently desire. One of the points of similitude | 


between the expected Nashville Convention and 
that of Hartford is, as urged by the editors of the 


National Intelligencer, that the Hartford Conven- | 
tionists demanded an amendment of the Consti- | 
tution, as indispensable to the security of those | 


whom they represented, which expedient of a 
constitutional amendment, is asserted to be also 
one of the expedients to which the southern States 


have avowed their determination to resort, through | 


the medium of the Nashville Convention. On 
yesterday, this view of the subject was earnestly 
insisted upon by the honorable Senator from New 
Hampshire, [Mr. Hare,] who formally accused 
the whole South of designing to demand some con- 
atitutional amendment, impossible to be obtained, 
in order to pave the way to a dissolution of the 


Union. This assertion of the Senator from New | 
Hempshire, constitutes my second reason for un- | 


dertaking, at this time, a defence of those who 
have participated in getting up the Nashville Con- 
vention. [do not know how I can prove more 
satisfactorily the injustice of all that has been said 
in regard to the designs and motives of the south- 
ern States, in agreeing to meet, in convention, at 
Nashville, than by reading a few extracts from a 
document which hes before me, which is nothing 
more nor less than the very ‘* Address to the 
southern States’? which has been so emphatically 


denounced by the editors of the National Intelli- | 
gencer, as one of a treasonable character. Those | 
who will dispassionately consider what I am about | 
to read, will not only be satisfied that there has | 
been, as yet, no organized movement in the South | 


for a dissolution of the Union, but that no radical 
change in the fundamental Jaw of the Republic has 


been seriously contemplated, much less insisted | 
upon, in any part of the South. It would be | 


highly gratifying to me, and I have no doubt, un- 
der different circumstances, equally agreeable to 


the Senate, to have the whole of this able and | 


patriotic address read on the present occasion. 


But as I have only a few minutes of the morning | 


hour, daring which to perform the task which | 
am now executing, | shall merely lay before the 
Senate a few of the concluding paragraphs, as- 
suring honorable Senators that there is no part of 
the address which will not be found, upon exam- 
ination, perfectly to harmonize with the portions 


now to be read in their hearing. Aftera clear and | 
forcible statement of historic facts, and an able | 
argument upon constituuonal snd other grounds, 


the address proceeds as follows : 

“This controversy is & most alarming one to every lover 
of the Union—its blessings and glories. lis a dispute be- 
tween fourteen States on the one side and sixteen States on 
the other side, or of fifteen on cach side, if Delaware should 
fhaternize with the South. Téireats or force on either side, 
can never settle the controversy by intimidation. The pas- 
sions of the parties may be good servants, but are bad mas- 
ters. fnterest, justice, humanity, patriotism—the love of 
the Union, a sense of its great advantages, and of the evils 
of disunion—the spirit of a past generation of our common 
ancestors, who achieved our independence, framed the Con- 
stitution, ratified it, and formed the Union—must come to 
the settiement of this question in all the States. * * * 

“The Union must, and will, be preserved. The slave 
Btates, in resisting such dangerous and destructive usurpa- 
tions of the Federal Government, are defending the Consti- 
tution and Union. ‘Their position is wholly defensive— 
defensive of their domestic relations, and their private rights 
of property—defensive of their laws, upon which these 
domestic relations and rights of property are founded—de- 
fensive of their social and political existence as States; 
defensive of the Constitution and Uniou—defensive of law, 
order, and good government—of the right of the eople to 
govern themselves, by governments and laws of their own 
making, throughout the world. It isa cause which cannot 
fall betore the social philosophy. 


* But should the non-slave States combine to enforce anti- | 


reclamation acts, and continue to pass Jaws to prevent the 
extension of alavery into the territories—sbould they further 
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also attempt to abolish it in the District of Columbia, and in 
all places purchased for needful buildings in the stave States— 
should they also attempt, by an amendment of the Constitu- 
tion, to abolish it in the slave States themse!ves—what pro- 


tection have the slave States against these aggressions, and | 


these dangerous usurpations of undelegated power, under a 
Constitution by which they ouglit to be enabled both to pro- 
tect themselves and possibly save the Union? In discuss 

this subject, with a view to urge the States to ratify an 

establish the Constitution, both Mr. Hamilton and Mr. Mad- 
ison argued that the States, as organized communities, could 
successfully resist all such :ggressions. Mr. Hamilton said 
in the Federalist: ¢ The separate governments in a Confed- 
‘ eracy may aptly he compared with the feudal baronies, 
¢ with this advantage in their favor, that from the reasous 





j 
| 
; 
j 
} 


‘ already explained, they will generally possess the confi- | 


‘dence and good will of the peopie, and with so important 
‘ a support will be enabled effectually to oppose ail encroach- 


* ments of the Federal Government.’ ‘So iong as the separ- | 
* ate organization of the members be not abolished—so bong | 


‘ as it exists by a constitutional necessity for local purposes, 
¢ though it should be in perfect subordination to the general 
* authority of the Union—it would :till be in fact and in the- 


* ory, an association of States or a Confederacy. ‘The pro- | 


£ posed Constitution, so far from implying an abolition of 
‘ the State governinents, makes them constitutional parts of 
the national sovereignty, by allowing them a direct repre- 
sentation in the Senate, and leaves in their possession 
certain exclusive and very important portions of the sov- 


political system, that the State governments will, in all 
possible comtingencies, afford complete seeurity against 


cannot be masked under pretences so likely to escape the 


of the people, they can at once adopt a regular plan of op- 
position, in which they ean combine all the resources of 
the community. They can readily communicate with 
each other in the different States, and unite with their 
common forces for the protection of their common hiberty.’ 
‘¢Mr. Madison said: ¢ But ambitious eneroachments of the 
6 Federal Government, on the authority of the State govern- 
‘ments, would not excite the opposition of a single State, or 
‘of afew States only. They would be signals of a general 
‘alarm. Every Government would espouse the common 
‘cause. A correspondence would be opened ; plana of resist- 
‘ance would be concerted ; one spirit would animate and 


a ee ee ee ee 


| conduct the whole ; the same combination, inshort, would 


‘result from an apprehension ofthe Federal, as was produced 
‘by the dread of a foreign, yoke ; and unless the projected in- 
‘novations should be voluntarily renounced, the same appeal 
‘to a trial of force would be made in the one case as was in 
‘the other. But what degree of madness could ever drive 
‘the Federal Government to such an extremity?’ If the six- 
teen non-slave States, (if Delaware be included,) because 
by accident they now exceed the number of the slave States 
by two, and can send a majority of four Senator- to Con- 
gress, although the slave States, at the ratification of the 
Constitution, outnumbered them by eleven, and because, 
also, they aceidentally by their population, have a larger 
share of representative power to enable thei to secure a 
majority in the House of Representatives, and to elect a 
President—if, from these accidental advantages, they deter- 
mine, by a sectional combination, toelect a majority of Free- 
Soil and Abolition Senators and Representatives, and a Free- 
Soil and Abolition President, and thus to make the Federal 
Government an engine, step by step, to destroy slavery in the 
fourteen slave States—first, by excluding slavery from the 
territories, in Order that, by admitting new States into the 
Union, they may increase the number of the non-slave States 
to three-fourths ; second, to abolish slavery in the District of 
Columbia, or in all places where Congress may exercise 
exclusive legislation; and lastly, to consummate the course 
of tyranny and usurpation by a change of the Constitu- 
tion, aud the delegation of an express power to abolish sla- 
very in all the slave States—what means of resistance have 
the fourteen slave States to secure their domestic relations, 
their property, their equality of rights, guarantied to be in- 
violable by their constitutional bill of rights, and their exist- 
ence and independence as sovereign States, and equal mem- 
bers of the Confederacy? If the alterm tive presented by 
the non-slave States be a dissolution of their union with the 
slave States, ofthe abolition of slavery in the slave States, 
either side of this alternative is a dissolution, because, if the 
slave States submit to it, they ceuse to exist as States and 
as sovereign parties to the Union. Resistance to such 
usurpations, is their moral, social, and political duty. But 
the usurping States declare al resi-tance to such laws on 
the part of the slave States, rebeliion, treason, revolution, 
and disunion. But these are terms which properly apply to 
the usurpers of unauthorized power, however cunningly 
they may seek concealment, by.an outcry against those who 
resist the usurpation to support aud sustain the Constitution 
and the Union. Are the sixteen non slave States sole judges 
of their constitutional power to destroy slavery, and may 
they use the Executive arm, and the army, the navy, and the 
Treasury of the Union, to force fourteen sovereign States to 
submit to laws abolishing slavery, because it is the right of 
a majority to judge of the extent of their constitutional 
powers ? or, by their majority in Congress, may they repeal 
the judiciary . ct, and reorganize the Federal judiciary, and 
fill the bench with Free-Soil and Abolition judges, to sus- 
tain their usurped legislation over slavery? and would that 
court have jurisdiction to bring befo-e it the fourteen slave 
States, and the sixteen non-slave States, and to try and judi- 
cially decide between them, as | arties, the question of con- 
stitutional power? Could that court render a decree or 
judgment between the parties, upon the subject in contro- 
versy, whieh should have the binding effect of res judicata?. 
Could the Federal Government enforee such judgment 
against the slave States ? 

‘¢ Such was not the understanding of Mr, Jefferson, Mr. 
Madison, or the Legislatures of Virginia, Kentuckv, and in- 
deed of all the slave States, and of a large majority of the 


ereign power. Thia fully eorrespond:, in every rational || 
import of the terms, with the idea of a Federal Govern- || 
ment? © It may safely be received as an axiom in our | 


invasions of the publie liberty. Projects of usurpation | 


penetration of select bodies of men, as of the people at | 
large. .The legislature will have better means ofintorma- | 
tion; they can discover the danger a: a distance, and |) 
possessing all the organs o/ civil power and the confidence | 


| ern States, with the view and the hope of a 
| course of aggression, and, if not practicable, the 


' stil more solemn conventions—<uch as showld be 
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people of the United States, when the alien a: te 

were passed, laws of far less qenctionable aug” laws 
laws prohibiting slavery in the territories. If this we than 
to be saved, whieh is the hope of every patriot thro 
our country, and of every philanthropist throughou 
world, it is to be saved by the people of all the Stare fan 
understanding each other upon this dangerous subject of ully 
troversy, which mad enthusiasts, mistaken social Con. 


hour 


| aspiting politicians have, during the last thirts-fve” and 


used for purposes of national discord and disruption *, 
pressed to extremity. » and 


* Beside and beyond a popular convention of the Sout 
i 
rresting the 


_ ? , nto ce 
trate the Soath in will, understanding, and aetion, the con 


vention of Mississippi suggested, as the possible ultis 
resort, the call by the Legislatures of the assailed States, oc 
. . regularly 
elected by the people of those Siates—to deliberate. - k. 
and act, with all the sovereign power of the people. "Sheult 
in the result, such conventions be called and meet, they a 4 
lead to a like regularly constituted convention of al) the “4 
sailed States, to provide, in the last resort, for their separaie 
welfare by the formation of a campact and a Union, 1), : 
will afford protection to their lb: ries and rights, i one 
a crisis, in the Janguave of Mr. Madison, -* one spirit ; 
animate and conduct the whole.’ ’ 
* 'Phis is an important era, not only in our own history 


| butin the history of the world. Great events are at their 


birth. By the Hnprovement of steamboats, railways, anq 
ship canals, a revolution in the commerce and intercourse 
of the world is struggling into existence. The conneeiiog 
of the Atlantic and Pacifie oceans, if not defeated yy 
European Governinents, must soon give to the United Staice 
a month’s advantage in commer. e and intercourse with 
the nations of India and the Pacific ocean—an advaninop 
which Europe has hitherto had over the United >tates, ang 
which will reluctantly be relinquished, Already has Eyo- 
land endeavored to sew discord between the States of our 
Union, by declaring the abolition of slavery to be the policy 
of her Government, which she will promote by ai} {air 
means, throughout the world. This unftiendly policy, de. 
clared in a diplomatic correspondence with our Governinent 
with a full Knowledge thet our Union is a confederacy of 
shave and non-slave States, could have had no other Purpose 


| but to weaken us as a nation, by dissolving our Union ang 
| embroiling us in civil an servile wars. Our strength as q 


nation—our success in gaining the commerce of the worki— 
our future. growth in wealth and population—the cause of 
human liberty, and the people’s righs throughout the world, 
depend upon our Union asit is, Let us be true to our trast: 
let us preserve the Union, and leave slavery to the natura) 


| course of events. 


* We have thus discussed some of the most prominent 


| considerations involved in the fearful controversy, without 
| attempting a consecutive history of the origin, progresa, and 


presentaim of the crusade. That history has been syti. 
cienUy given in the address of the southern delegation in 
tle last Congress, to which the resolutions of the central 
and primary mect ngs inthis State, and the proceedings of 
the convention which followed them, may be regarded as 
the response of Mississippi. What we have h: re offered, 
in obedience to the order of our appointment, is respectfully 
submitted,in connection with those resolutions and pro- 
ceedings, to you, as our brethren of the South, who, with us, 
tire driven to the alternative of resistance or submission, 
We urge them upon your serious, paternal, and patriotic 
examination, indulging the confident expectation, that you 
will perceive the proprietyand necessity of meeting our 
people in the general Southern Convention, proposed for 
the first Monday “of June next, and resting assured that 
whatever may be the action of the Federal Government at 


_ the present session of Congress, the South will be consoli- 
| dated in vindication and defence of the Constitution, and 


will not prove ¢ recreant to her honor, her rights, her inter- 
ests, her history, and her destiny. 

A, HUTCHINSON, 

“G. WINCHESTER, 

“W. R. HILL, 

“ W. L. SHARKEY, 

«CC. R. CLIFTON, 

“JOHN 1. GUION, 

“E. C. WILKINSON.” 

These, sir, are the views of the people of the 

sovereign State of Mississippi, as declared by our 
convention, through a committee of seven gentle- 
men, who, in ability, patriotism, moral worth, and 
1 will add, devotion to the Union, are not inferior to 
any seven individuals to be found in the whole 
Republic. Who doubts now the truth of what | 
have so often declared here, that the people of Mis- 
sissippi stand alone upon their constitutional righis; 
that théy rely exclusively upon the fundamental 
guaranties so wisely provided by our venerated 
forefathers, and that they are resolved to do all in 
their power to preserve this Union, by the only 
means capable of securing its preservation—the 
maintenance of the integrity of the Constitution 


itself ? 


But the National Intelligencer, in one of its late 
numbers, instead of publishing the whole, or any 
considerable portion, of this address, has torn & 
single paragraph from its context, in order to prove 
that the South, or at least the people of Missis- 


| sippi, have unconditionally resolved upon a disse 


lution of the Union and the establishment of 
Seuthern Confederacy. That paragraph is 
follows: 


“ Beside and beyond a popular Convention of the soutl- 
ern States, with the view ind the hope of arresting the 
course of aggression, and if not practicable, then to con- 
centrate the South in will, understanding, and action, the 
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_yention of Mississippi suggested, as the possible ultimate 
wort, ine call by the legislatures of the assailed States of 
 eore solemn conventions—such as should be regularly 
ail "4 py the people of those Stares—to deliberate, speak, 
on with all the sovereign power of the people. Should, 
« ~ result, such conventions be called and meet, they may | 
i toa like regularly-constituted conv: ntion of all the 
les" jed States, to provide, in the fast resort, for their sepa- | 
wee yelfare by the ‘ormation of a compact and a Union, | 
= will afford protection to their liberties and rights. In | 
or crisis, in the language of Mr. Madison, ‘ one spirit | 
ae animate and conduct the whole.’ ” 

Now, Mr. President, does not every one per- | 
ceive the gross injustice done the committee who 
prepared this address, in deducing from the para- | 
graph cited, the inference that the Mississippi 
people are 80 resolved upon secession that nothing 
else will satisfy them? Sir, the true and obvious 
import of the language objected to, is simply this: | 
the Constitution is lo be maintained, if possible, by 
all legitimate and honorable means. The obligations 
ofthat sacred instrument are to beescrupulously | 
observed and executed, on the part of the southern | 
Sates, while its faithful observance by other | 
members of the Confederacy, is to be demanded | 
and insisted upon. The guaranties in which the | 
South is peculiarly interested, are to be respected 
py the free States of the Union in all their scope 
and amplitude. Jf in all these important points, | 
che North should prove unwilling to do justice— | 
which Heaven forbid—if the offensive enact- 
ments menaced shall be adopted, and the griev- | 
ances already confessedly inflicted shall remain un. 
redressed—then the southern States will assemble 
in convention. to consult for their own safety and 
welfare; and if justice shall still be withheld, after 
all pacific and constitutional expedients have been 
tried, and tried in vain, why then the southern 
States may feel it to be a duty, forced upon them, 
of seceding in the last resort from the Union. 

This, I repeat, is the real and full import of that | 
portion of the Mississippi address, to which the 
editors of the Intelligencer have applied language 
ofthe most unmeasured denunciation. What is 
this but to assert, sir, that we live under a system 
of Government which renders all tyranny justifi- 
able, and oppression too sacred a thing to be com- 
plained of—under which power, however obtained 
or wielded, is entitled to triumph over right—under 
which, in fine, freedom is but a name, and the 
written organic law a ridiculous mockery! It was 
not thus that our noble forefathers thought and 
acted, under which non-resistance to the most hid- 
eous usurpation, is the bounden duty of all good 
citizens, and even of sovereign States; nor was | 
it thus that, in a purer and more high-spirited | 
generation, public men either wrote or spoke. It 
wes not thus that Andrew Jackson expressed 
himself in that famous proclamation, in which, 
though rebuking nullification, he declared seces- 
sion to be a just and proper remedy—to be 
resorted to in any case of intolerable oppression. 
It was not thus that the honorable Senator from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Wesster] spoke the other | 
day, in our hearing, when he emphatically declared 
the same doctrine. Such was not the doctrine of 
Philip P. Barbour, who asserted secession to be 
the political arsenic of our system, to be resorted 
to when all other remedies might fail. Such, 
finally, was not the doctrine of Mr. Jefferson, who 
ofientimes declared secession (or “‘scission,’”’ as 
he denominated it) to be, in certain cases of enor- 
mous and long-continued outrage, the proper and 
only remedy. 1 find the opinion of Mr. Jefferson, 
on this point, very precisely set forth in the eulo- 
gy delivered some years since upon the life and 
character of Mr. Madison, by Mr. John Quincy 
Adams, Here are Mr Adams’s own words, as 
printed in the volume from which I now read : 


“Concurring in the dactrines that the separate States 
have a right to interpose, in eases of paipable infractions of | 
the Constitution by the Government of the United States, 
aul that the alien and sedition acta presented a case of such 
infraction, Mr. Jefferson considered them as absolutely null 
and void, and thought the State legislatures competent, not 
only to declare, but to make them so, to resiat their execu- 
tion withia their respective borders by physical force, and 
to secede from the Union rather than to submit to them, if 
allempted to be carried into execution by force."? 


| will notenlarge upon this fruitful topic; it would 

quite easy to do so, and to retaliate upon the 
editors of the Intelligencer, the illiberal reproaches 
cast upon millions of their fellow-countrymen, 
who have given their formal, solemn, and deliber- 
ale Sanction to those measures of resistance, io 
regard to which, whatever may be falsely or igno- 
tantly said, here or eleewhere to the contrary, the 
whole South, with slight exceptions, is at this 








} 
} 


| ‘themselves so ill-seconded by other States, feel 
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|| time united as one man; but I forbear; such un- ] 
|| kind comments would be as unprofitable to others | 


as they would be disagreeable to myself. But I | 
cannot conclude, Mr. President, without announ- | 
cing to these venerable gentlemen, that they were | 
never in grosser error in their lives, than when | 
they asserted, in this morning’s Intelligencer, that | 
** there is in the State of Mississippi no general | 
acquiescence in the propriety or expediency” of | 
the Nashville Convention. So far as | know | 
or believe, more than ninety-nine hundredths ! 
of all parties in Mississippi recognize the ex- | 
pediency of this measure, and will sustain the | 
expected convention in every proceeding which || 
may be deemed necessary for vindicating south- 

ern honor against menaced indignity, and south- | 
ern safety against threatened assaults. The | 
worthy editors of the Intelligencer do not err || 
less surprisingly when, in the same number of | 


their paper, after publishing the names of the em- || 
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applying for admission, if our Senators and Representatives 
shall be satisfied, from reliable evidence, that fraud has been 
practised, or improper influences used, to stifle a full and 
fair expression of opinion, by the citizens of California, in 
reference to the formation of their State constitution, they 
ought to se her admission, for that reason also. 

esol That we refer the subject of the admission of 
California into the Union, and the circumstances and course 
of policy which have induced its population so hastily, and 
in such an unprecedented manner, to apply for admission, 
to the convention of southern States, proposed to be assem- 
bled at Nashville, on the first Monday in June next, to be 
considered with other causes of complaint against the 
people of the non-slaveholding States; and in the mean 
time, we recommend to our Senators and Representatives 
in Congress, to remain at their posts, and resist all further 

ion on our rights. 

Resolved, That his exceilency the Governor be requested 
to forward to each of our Senators and Representatives in 
Congress, a capy of these resolutions. 

JOHN J. Me RAR, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
JOHN J. GUION, 
President of the Senate pro tempore. 
Approved, March 6, 1850. J. A. QUITMAN. 


REMOVALS FROM OFFICE. 








inent gentlemen who will have the honor of rep- | 

resenting the State of Mississippi in the Nashville || Mr. SMITH. I must now really insist upon 
convention, they express themselves as follows: || my right to the floor. I wish to remind honorable 
‘* Very respectable gentlemen, but who, we cannot || Senators that I have had a speech on my stomach 
‘but think, should allor any of them get to Nash- || for about two months. [Laughter.] 

‘ ville at the time appointed, will, when they find || Mr. DICKINSON. The hour for the special 
1 order has not yet arrived. 
‘very much like fish out of water.” Sir, Lear-|| Mr. SM!TH _ It was understood that [ should 
nestly hope that all occasion for the assembling of || have the floor at a quarter before one. 

the Nashville convention may be shortly removed, | The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair is in- 
and that healing, temperate, and patriotic counsels 1 formed that the resolution of the Senator from 
may prove efficient in warding off the dangers || Maine, relative to removals from office, was made 
which now environ our beloved institutions. But | the special order for a quarter before one o'clock, 
if the aggressions, to counteract and avert which | but the unfinished business of yesterday takes 
the Nashville Convention has been called, should || precedence. 

be persevered in, | can assure the editors of the || Mr. SMITH. Not until one o'clock, the hour 
Intelligencer—and I speak advisedly when I say | for proceeding to the orders of the day. I sup- 
so—that thére will not be two southern States—I | pose I am entitled to the floor for a quarter of an 
doubt if there will be a single one—that will not || hour, at least. : 

be represented at Nashville; and despite domestic || The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution of 
treachery, and all other causes, obstructive of united || the Senator from Maine was made the special 
action, ninety-nine-hundredths of the whole south- | order for a quarter to one o’clock, and the hour 
ern population will prefer any fate whatever to an || for proceeding to its consideration has now ar- 





unconditional submission to tyranny. This I say, || rived. 
who am known to be more inclined to the use of || Mr. SMITH. I call for the reading of the res- 
conciliatory expedients than many others, and | olution. 


whose love for the Union is only second, if indeed | 


it be at all inferior, to that unbounded devotion 
which I feel for all that involves the safety and 
honor of my native State,and the State of my | 
adoption. 

I send the joint resolutions to the Secretary of 
the Senate, intending that they shall be simp! 
read, without being regarded as offered yet for the 
more formal consideration of the Senate. 

The resolutions are as follows: 


Resolved, That the expositions and views expressed by 
the convention of the people of Mi sissippi, assembled in 
convention on the first Monday of October last, and in the 
address of their convention, merit and receive our hearty 
approbation and commendation. 

Resolved, That it was the duty of the last, as it is the duty 
of the present, Congress of the United States, to provide ter- 
ritorial governments for California and the other tetritories 
acquired from Mexico, and all the citizens of the United 
States residing in or removing to said territories, the guaran- 
ties of the Constitution, for the protection of their civil and | 
political rights, as recognized by its provisions. | 

Resolved, That the exercise hy the Government of the 
United States, of a silent and passive jurisdiction over the 
Territory of California, in consequence of the failure by | 
Congress to provide laws for the government of said territo- 
ry, and for the equal and indiscriminate protection of all the 
citizens of the United States removing to said territory with 
their property, is in the highest degree unjust toward the 
people of the slaveholding States, by deterring them fiom 
going to said territory with their slaves, and is calculated and 
intended to deprive them of an equal participation in the 
common property of the people of all the States. 

Resolved, ‘I'hat the policy heretofore pursued by the Gov- 
erpment of the United States, in regard to suid territory, in 
refusing to provide a territorial government therefor, has 
been, and is, eminently calculated to promote, and is about 
to effect, indirectly, the cherished object of the Aholition- 
ists, which cannot be accomplished by direct legislation, 
without a plain and palpable violation of the Constitution of 
the United States. 

Resolved, That the admission of California into the Union 
as a sovereign State, with its present constitution—the result 
of the aforesaid false and unjust policy on the part of the 
Government of the United States—would be an act of fraud 
and oppression on the rights of the people of the slave- 
holding States; and itis the sense of this legislature, that 
our Senators and Representatives should, to the extent of 
their ability, resist it by all honorab'e and constitutional 
means. 

Resolved, That while we admit the unlimited right of the 
citizens of any territory, in framing a State coneatity ion, to 
ingraft upon it any principles whatever, provid d the form 
of government is republican, and in rothing conflicts with 
the Constitution of the Unit d States, and deny the right of 
Cc to reject a State applying for admission inte the 
Union, because its constitution either tolerates or rejects 
the institution of slavery, yet in the case of California, now 


The Secretary read the resolution, as follows: 

| Resolved, That the President be requested to cause to 
be laid before the Senate, all charges which have been pre- 
ferred or filed in any of the departments against individuals 
who have been removed from office, since the 4th day of 
| Mar: h last, with a specification of the cases, if an,, in 
| which the officers charged have had opportuni y to be beard, 
| and a statement of the number of removals made under 


Y | each department, including subordinates in the custom- 


| houses and other branches of the public service.’ 
| Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, | have a variety 
of considerations to submit to the Senate in con- 
nection with this resolution, for the purpose of 
| satisfying this body, and particularly the honor- 
/ able Senator from Maine, [Mr. Brapsury,} that 
his resolution is of a very singular and extraordi- 
nary character, and one that ought not to receive 
the sanction of this body. I shall be constrained, 
'in the consideration of this subject, to occupy 
more of the time of the Senate than I should like 
‘todo. There is the census bill, in the hands of the 
Senator from Massachusetts, which ought to have 
passed two months ago; and though Lam regularly 
entitled to the floor to proceed with my remarks 
now, yet if the Senate will be good enough to 
consider these suggestions as the commencement 
of the exposition of my views, which | design to 
make, | am willing that the census bili shall be 
now taken up and passed. I think it ought to be 
passed in half an hour; and with the understand- 
ing on all sides that [ may resume my remarks 
after the consummation of the bill, | will very 
cheerfully yield the floor now, under a sense of 
the great importance of passing the census bill 
, without further delay. 

Mr. KING. The Senate adjourned yesterday 
upan the census bill. That is the unfinished 
business, and takes precedence to-day of a!! special 
orders. 1 make this statement that the bill may 
go on now, and when the proper time arrives, its 
postponement can be moved, in order to give the 
honorable Senator from Connecticut an apportu- 
nity of making that speech which presses so 
heavily on his stomach. [Laughter] I trust he 
may have that opportunity, but the unfinished 
business of yesterday should take precedence with- 
out the express action of the Senate. 

Mr. SMITH. The honorable Senator is in too 

reat a hurry. One o'clock has not yet arrived. 
have ut least a right to the floor till that hour. 
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“The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair is of | of having the floor on the unfinished business to- 


opinion that, although the resolution of the Sena- 
tor from Maine was made the special order for a 
quarter to one o’clock, the unfinished business of 
yesterday takes precedence. 

Several Senators. Undoubtedly. 

Mr. FOOTE, I rise for the purpose of appeal- 
ing emphaticelly to the magnanimity and justice 
of gentlemen on the other side of the chamber, to 
allow the Senator from Connecticut to be heard. 1 
am seriously of the opinion, that the Administra- 


tion are entitled to that vindication from the charges | 


advanced in the able speech made by the Senator 
from Maine, some time since, which it has not yet 
received. [say it is doing injustice to any Ad- 
ministration—I say it, although I am utterly op- 
posed to the present Administration—not to allow 
at least one speech in their defence, against such 
serious allegations, so potently urged. Ido hope, 


therefore, that our friends on the other side of the || 
chamber will allow the unfinished business to be | 


postponed, so that the Senator from Connecticut 
may be heard. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The time for taking 
up the unfinished business of yesterday has ar- 
rived. 


Mr. FOOTE. To what day shall I move its || 


postponement? 
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I cannot con- 


sent to any postponement, so far as [am con- | 
cerned, and I do not think the Senator from Con- | 


necticut desires it, 
Mr. FOOTE. I move the postponement of the 


further consideration of the census bill tll to-mor- || 
row. lam advised that the Senator from Connec- | 


ticut does desire it. 
Mr. SMITH. From a sense of the public im- 
portance of this bill, l am willing to risk my chance 


of obtaining the floor when that bill shall be dis- | 


posed of. 


Mr. RUSK. I should certainly vote against the 
postponement, if I supposed we could pass the bill | 


to-day; but I am almost morally certain that it 


cannot be done. I think we can get through the | 


other business—the resolution of the gentleman 
from Maine. Itis my opinion that, if we dispose of 


some business, we shall probably get into the habit | 


of doing something; but if we keep business before 
us, which we do not dispose of, we shall do noth- 
ing. The resolution of the Senator from Maine, 


is a matter of some importance, as there are a | 


great number of nominations to be acted upon, and 
vacancies to be filled, which can be done as soon 
as the resolution of the Senator from Maine is dis- 
posed of. I think the resolution may be disposed | 
of to-day, but | am very certain the census bill 
cannot. I shall therefore vote for the postpone- 
ment. 

Mr. COOPER. [rise to express my concur- 


rence in the views of the Senator from ‘Texas. I || 


do believe that it is very important that the reso- 
lution of the Senator from Maine should be acted 


upon, and acted upon promptly, as important | 
executive business is being delayed by the delay | 


of the Senate in acting upon this resolution. I 
hope the Senator from Connecticut will proceed 
now,'if he wishes to address the Senate to-day, and 


that when he has answered the Senator from | 


Maine, the vote on the resolution will be taken. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts 
Senate will not be disposed to compel the Senator 
from Connecticut to speak to-day. He, as far as 
I understand it, has no desire to displace this bill, 
in order to obtain the floor, however desirous he 
may be of addressing the Senate. 1 hope, there- 
fore, that, against his wish and inclination, and 
against the public interests, the motion will not 
prevail. 


Mr. DAYTON. May I beg to understand in| 


what position it will leave the special order of to- 


morrow? Will the census bill then have prece- | 


dence,over the special order of to-morrow ? 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Only as the unfin- | 


ished business. 


I hope the | 


|| morrow. 

|| Now, sir, with great respect to that Senator, that 

day was ome eee to me. 

yesterday refrained from postponing a certain 

| subject till-to-day, on the express ground that the 

|| Senate had allotted this day to the resolution of the 
| gentleman from Maine, that the Senator from 

|, Connecticut might be heard on it. If he choose 


to go on and occupy the day, well and geod, but 
| 


if not, | hope the Senate will not put the matter 


Mr. BUTLER. I think the census bill had 


| perhaps bettergoon. I have understood that even | 


| trained horses should have some time to prepare, 


| and the Senator from Connecticut may not be | 


i| ready to go on with his remarks. 

| The question was then taken on postponing the 

‘| census bill. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, called for the 

‘| yeas and nays; and they were ordered, and, being 

|| taken, were as follow: 

} . . 

| _YEAS—Measrs. Atchisen, Berrien, Borland, Bradbury, 

|| Butler, Clemens, Cooper, Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, 

| Dayton, Dickinson, Dodge of Iowa, Dodge of Wisconsin, 
Foote, Hunter, Jones, Mason, Miller, Morton, Rusk, Stur- 

; geou, Turvey, and Yulee—23. 

|} NAYS—Mesers. Baldwin, Bell, Chase, Clark, Clay, Cor- 

| win, Davis of Massachusetts, Felch, Green, King, Mangum, 


Walker, and Whitcomb—19. 
So the census bill was postponed, to give the 


to the Senator from Maine. 

Mr. SMITH then proceeded with his speech, and 
|| spoke upward of two hours anda half; when 
'| Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, suggested that the hon- 
orable Senator should give way for an adjourn- 
ment. 

Mr. DAYTON. Oh,Ihopenot. The Senator 
from Connecticut deprecated the idea of taking 
two days to make one speech. I hope, therefore, 
| that he will avoid it, if possible. 

Mr. SEWARD. I think we are bound to con- 
|| sult the honorable Senator’s convenience. 


remarks, if it is the wish of the Senate; but [ think 
i| | might be allowed to go on a little longer. 
Mr. SEWARD. With the leave of the Senator 


|| now adjourn. 

Mr. SMITH. If I proceed this evening, I 
assure the Senate that | will exonerate every Sen- 
ator from staying to listen to my remarks. 

Mr. FOOTE. ‘To adjourn at this time, would 


|| bea violation of the compact with the honorable 


gentleman. I hope he will be allowed to proceed. 
Mr. RUSK. I hope, before we adjourn, some 
arrangement may be made by which the Senator 


|| floor to-morrow, as previously arranged. 

Mr. SMITH. I want to make asuggestion. I 
have occupied, with these two or three topics of my 
remarks, unconsciously—for | was not aware of 





time than | had intended. 1 have, however, occu- 


|| pied very little of the time of the Senate this ses- 


sion 

Mr. FOOTE. Will the honorable Senator bear 
with me a moment? 
| Mr. SMITH yielded the floor. 

Mr. FOOTE. Mr. President, I wish to move 
that the further consideration of this subject be 
postponed until Tuesday or Wednesday next. 

Mr. SMITH. Oh, no. I have a better sug- 
|| gestion to offer; 1 propose that it be postponed 
until Saturday. 

Several Senators. Oh, no. 

Mr. SMITH. I do not ask any one to come 
|| here but the’gentleman from Maine, and the Vice 
| President can call him to the chair. [Laughter.] 

Mr. SEWARD renewed the motion for an 
eae, but withdrew it again in order to 
allow 


Mr. SMITH to move the postponement of the 











Mr. SMITH. If it goes over to-morrow as | further consideration of the subject till Saturday, 
unfinished business, it will undoubtedly supersede || at twelve o’clock. 


the special order. 

Mr. DAYTON. TI understand the matter now, 
T think. The effect of this procedure on the part 
of the member from Connecticut is simply this: 
He gets the census bill taken up now, it is passed | 





or further postponed, end he gets the floor for ten 
minutes this afternoon, and stands in the position 


Mr. HALE. I was notin the Senate when the 
Senator from Connecticut commenced his remarks, 
but I understand that he poured out some very 
just censure on myself and some others, who oc- 
cupied parts of twodays. Now,I want to know, 
before this motion is put, if he takes any part of 
that censure back again? [Laughter.) 





| in such a position that he can get the floor for a | 
'| few minutes to-day, and thus consume to-morrow, | 

occupying the time appropriated to other members. | 
Py pprop 


Pratt, Seward, Spruance, Underwood, Upham, Wales, | 


| Senator from Connecticut an opportunity to reply | 
| | 


| Mr. SMITH. I will defer the remainder of my | 


| from Connecticut, I will move that the Senate do | 


from New Jersey (Mr. Dayron] may have the || 


| it, the clock not being in view—a great deal more | 


March 22, 


oo 

Mr. SMITH. I believe the Senato a 
Hampshire has talked nine days ie a” 
sion. [Renewed laughter.] 7 
_Mr. DAYTON. have not the least disnos: 
tion to fail in any act of courtesy toward the Se : 
|| ator from Connecticut. If itis his wish, therefore 
| to postpone this subject till Saturday, I shall b 
happy to acquiesce in it. 7 
r. BRADBURY. I shall desire, at the clos 

of the remarks of the Senator from Connecticut 
to occupy ashort time in reply to some of the 
mistakes and misapprehensions which he lis 
made. : 

Mr. FOOTE. You will have abundan 
tunity. There are several gentlemen wh 
being heard upon this resolution. 

Mr. BELL. The gentleman from Maine need 
be under no uneasiness on that score, 

Mr. FOOTE. ‘There is danger. 

Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, I wish to as. 
sure the Senator from Maine, and the Senate that 
|| we do not intend that the President shall be tne. 
| demned here until he has had a full and impartia) 
'| hearing; and we maintain that he will have a full, 








t oppor. 
9 design 





mp? 
i| and complete, and triumphant vindication, 
The question was then taken on the motion to 
|| postpone, and it was found that there was not q 
quorum voting. 

Mr. DAWSON moved that the Senate do now 
adjourn. 

A division was called for, when there appeared 
—ayes 16, noes 14. 

So the Senate adjourned. 


| 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, March 22, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved, 
Mr. BRIGGS asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to present, he said, certain joint reso- 


lutions. 
Mr. INGE called for the regular order of busi. 


| 

| 

ness. 

|| ‘The SPEAKER said objection was made to 

|| the introduction of the resolutions. 

‘| Mr. BRIGGS asked that they might be read for 
information. 

The SPEAKER said, the regular order of busi- 
ness having been called for, the resolutions could 
not be read for information. 

THE PRIVATE CALENDAR. 

The SPEAKER announced the regular order 
of business to be private bills, on the Speaker's 
table, on their third reading, which had been re- 
ported from the Committee of the Whole on Fii- 

day last. 
| ‘The bill for the relief of the captors of the frigate 
Philadelphia, being the first in order, 
M. THOMAS objected to its third reading. 
‘The SPEAKER said, objection being made, the 
| bill would be laid aside. 

The Crerk was in the act of reading the next 
bill in order, when 

Mr. SCHENCK remarked that the bill for the 
relief of the captors of the frigate Philadelphia was 

|| first in order. 
| The SPEAKER said that that bill had been laid 
! aside, in consequence of objection having been 
| made to its consideration—this being the day for 
the consideration of bills to which no objection 
|| might be raised. " : 
| Mr. SCHENCK remarked that, from his un- 
derstanding of the rule, it was applicable only to 
bills on the private calendar, when under consider 
1 ation in Committee of the Whole House. ‘This 
was nota bill in that condition. It had been con- 
sidered in Committee of the Whole, and was now 
| before the House, as business upon the Speaker s 
table; therefore the rule, which required a bill to be 
laid aside on objection being made, was not appll- 
cable to bills which had passed through the Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

The SPEAKER decided that the rule applied as 
well to bills on the Speaker’s table, belcnging 
the private calendar, as to bills in Committee of 
the Whole House on said calendar. 








| 
After some discussion between the SPEAKER 
|| and Messrs. SCHENCK and JONES, on the 
| point of order, 
Mr. SCHENCK took an appeal from the decis- 
ion of the Chair. v 
The question now being, ** Shall the decision of 
the Chair stand as the judgment of the House’ 
it was put, and decided in the affirmative. 
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aan THOMAS moved that the House resolve | 
itself into a Committee of the Whole on th2 pri- || 
vate calendar. | 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the rules be susper ded, | 
and that the House resolve itself into Committee | 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, to tak: up | 
the deficiency appropriation bill. 


Mr. PECK said that, by the rules, this was the } 
day 


' 
} 
} 


on which bills on the private calendar, to | 
which no objection should be made, could be con- {| 
sidered. It was important, therefore, that the 
House should proceed to the consideration of the 
rivate calendar. Hi 
committee on the private calendar would prevail. 
The SPEAKER said the question would firs’ 
be pat on the motion of the gentleman from Ten- | 
nessee, [Mr. THomas,] to go into committee on | 


| 
i 


Mr. JONES asked for the yeas and nays, and 
for tellers to ascertain whether there was a suffi- | 
cient number to order them. 

Tellers were refused, and the yeas and nays || 
were not ordered. 

Mr. JONES asked for tellers'on the motion to | 
go into a Committee of the Whole, and they were 
ordered. 

The question was then taken by tellers, (Messrs. 
Bver and Cuineman acting as such,) and there be- 
ing a tie—ayes 73, noes 73, 

The SPEAKER voted in the affirmative, and 
the question was determined in the affirmative. | 

The House accordingly resolved itself into Com- | 
mittee of the Whole, (Mr. Ricnarpson in the || 
chair,) and proceeded to the consideration of the || 
bills on the private calendar. 

Mr. JONES was understood to inquire of the || 
Chair whether, as this was objection day, it || 
would not be in order, to object to the whole calen- | 
dar at once; and thus save time? \} 

The CHAIR said objection could only be made || 
to the bills, severally, as they came up inorder. || 

The first bill in order being the bill for the relief | 
of Camfield Averill, was considered and laid aside ] 
to be reported to the House. ’ | 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the Committee rise, } 
and report the bill to the House. \| 

Mr. VINTON said it was of the utmost import- 1 
ance that the deficiency appropriation bill should || 
be disposed of without delay, and expressed the || 
hope that the motion for the Committee to rise | 
would prevail, {| 

The question was put on the motion, and it was || 
decided in the affirmative. 

The committeee rose accordingly,and the chair- | 
man reported the favorable action on the bill for 


} 
| 


the relief of Camfield Averill. } 


The bill was then read and ordered to be en- 
grossed fora third reading; and, being engrossed, 
it was read the third time and passed. 

THE DEFICIENCY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

On motion by Mr. BAYLY, the rules were sus- 
pended, and the Honse resolved itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the | 
Union, (Mr. Burt in the chair,) and resumed the | 
consideration of the bill to supply deficiencies in | 
the appropriation for the service of the fiscal year, 
ending the 30th of June, 1850. 


The bill was read by sections, with the view to | 
amendment. 
| 


Mr. BAYLY submitted the following amend- 
ment, which he said had met the approbation of a 


b> of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
Iz: 


For deficiency of appropriations for the contingent ex- | 
penses of the First Auditor’s office, fur the fiscal year, end- | 
ing 0th June, 1850, the sum of @650. | 

The question was put on the adoption of the | 
amendment, and it was agreed to. 

FOREIGN MISSIONS. | 

Mr. BAYLY said he had been directed by the | 
Committee of ae and Means, and in obedities 
to a request from the Executive, to introduce the 

lowing amendment, viz: | 

For outfit of the minister to Prussia, $9,000. 

For outfit of chargé d’affaires to Austria, $4,500. | 
a McLANE, of Maryland, inquired whether | 

the outfit for the chargé to Austria was for the 








minister already sent, or for the future. yd 

Mr. BAYLY said that Colonel Webb, who had 
. en rejected, had ived his outfit; and that 
f the House refused this appropriation, it would 
Cut off our intercourse with Austria. 


Mr. McLANE expressed some objection to 
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making an appropriation, if it was to inure to the 
advantage of the minister (Col. Webb) who had 
been rejected. He was opposed to any appropri- 
ation to cover this mission, in consequence of the 
circumstances connected with his departure from 
this country. 

After a few further remarks, by Messrs. BAY- 
LY, McLANE, and HUNTER, 

Mr. McLANE moved to strike out the $4,500 
for the outfit of chargé to Austria, and made some 
further opposition to such an appropriation. He 


_ concluded by withdrawing the amendment. 
He hoped the motion to go into || 


Mr. ASHE renewed it. 


Mr. McCLERNAND intimated a desire to say 


|| something on the mission to Austria, but said he | 
the private calendar. | 


would defer his remarks till Monday, when he 


|, would express his views upon the subject. 


The question was then put on the amendment 
proposed by Mr. Bayty; and it was agreed to. 

The clause next in order was the following: 

“ For fifteen days services of Joseph Bryan, as commis- 
sioner, appointed by the Secretary of the Treasury, to take 
testimony, and to report to him in the matter of Isaac H. 
Robins, a clerk in the office of the Auditor of the Post Office 
Department, charged with purloining money from the iron 


| chest, in the said department, at $8 per day, $120." 


| Mr. BAYLY moved to strike out all of the 


above after the word ‘“‘Bryan,’’ and insert as fol- 
lows: 

«© As commissioner to take testimony in pursuance of an 
inquiry by direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, at $8 
per day, $120.” 

Mr. BAYLY explained that the reason for the 


|| change in language was, that the section states 


what the charge was merely. On the investiga- 
tion, however, Mr. Robins was fully acquitted. 
It was obviously improper, then, that the phrase- 
ology in the printed bill should stand. The 
phraseology, he proposed, would remove the ob- 
jection. 

Mr. JONES moved to strike out the whole. 
There was no authority for making such an ap- 
propriation. 

The CHAIR stated that it was not in order un- 
til the amendment of the gentleman from Virginia 
{Mr. Bayty] was disposed of. 

The question was then taken on the adoption of 
Mr. Bayty’s amendment, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. JONES renewed his motion to strike out 
the whole clause. He objected to the investi- 
gation by which the expense was incurred, as 
illegal. 

Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, explained that the 
investigation—being one of inquiry merely—was 
ordered on the solicitation of the friends of Mr. 
| Robins. He said that the gentleman had been 
fully acquitted. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, inquired 
whether the proceeding was a legal proceeding ? 

Mr. BROWN. No; it was merely an inquiry, 
ordered at the instance of Mr. Robins’s friends. 

; Mr. THOMPSON made some remarks, insist- 
| ing that the claim was wrong. The department 
| had no right to order such investigations at the 
| expense of the Government. The whole proceed- 
| ing was wrong. 

he question was then taken by tellers (Messrs. 


Brooxs and Mason acting as such) on the motion 
of Mr. Jones to strike out, and it was disagreed 
to—ayes 63, noes 69. 

On motion by Mr. GREEN, and by unanimous 
| consent, he was permitted to modify his amend- 
| ment, adopted yesterday, to read as follows: 
| «“ Provided, That thereafter the clerks shall be transferred 


from the departments in proportion to the business trans- 
ferred, to the Department of the Interior, or from the bu- 
} reaus of other departments, and nothing herein containe.! 
| shall be construed to authorize any increase of clerical 
force in the several departments, in consequence of the 


fication of the law of March 3d, 1849.” 

_ The following clause of the bill was next con- 
sidered, viz: 

“Toward the erection of the wings of the Patent Office 
building, according to the original plan, under the direction 
of the Secretary of State, ninety thousand dollars, to be 








paid out of the patent fund.” 

Mr. OTIS moved to strike out the words ‘ to 
be paid out of the patent fund.’’ 

This amendment was discussed at some length. 
Messrs. OTIS, SACKETT, SCHENCK, CON- 


GER, and MATTESON, supported the amend- 


ment, maintaining, that the building was not wanted 


for the Patent Office proper, and should be con- 


structed out of the common treasury. 








The question was put on striking out, and dis- | 
agreed to. 























creation of the Department of the Interior, above the speci- 


—— 


Mr. CLARKE remarked, that hé@ understood 
that the two wings of the Patent-Office which we 
were now building, and on which considerable ex- 
pense had already been bestowed, were not neces- 
sary for the use of the Patent-Office—thet the de- 
sign was to devote them to the use of the Home 
Department. For this reason, he should oppose 
their being built at the expense of the Patent-Office 
fund. That fund was derived almost exclusively 
from those who took out patents for new and use- 
ful discoveries. Why use this fund to erect build- 
ings for the general use of the Government? Gen- 
tlemen say, that ‘these inventors ought to be taxed 
‘as well as others; that they are protected in their 
‘inventions; and that they exact large contribu- 
‘tions from the community for their inventions; 
‘that it is those who use, not those who make the 
‘inventions, that create this fund.”’ 

These inventors are taxed as well as others, and 
the thirty dollars they pay fora patent is an addi- 
tion to the general tax. No one contributes to 
this fund but the inventor. No one will deny that 
the country has derived incalculable benefit from 
the labors of the ingenious men who have created 
this fund: and who amongst them has made any- 
thing by his inventions? 

It is not the ingenious man that derives profit 
for his invention—it is not his forte to make 
money. Itis the happy speculator in patent rights 
that makes the money. Itis the country that uses 
the invention that receives the benefit. The poet, 
and the inventor of the machine, are proverbially 
poor. 

It is amazing to hear gentlemen from the South 
aver that it is right to tax these ingenious men for 
their inventions, and that it is the country—those 
who use the inventions—that create the Patent- 
Office fund. 

My countryman, Whitney, invented the cotton 
gin—a maghine that added perhaps half to the 
value—the net profit—of the whole cotton crop. 
History is wonderfully falsified if the South paid 
for this invention. The inventor was nearly 
ruined. The inventor of the first and best imple- 
ment in agriculture—the iron plow—died poor. 

The inventor of che horse rake, that has saved 
millions to the country, never made a penny by 
his invention. 

Gentlemen say that it is a great privilege that 
ingenious men are protected in the exclusive use 
of their inventions. Without stopping to inquire, 
how well the inventor is protected, or to comment 
on the eternal depredations that are made on what 
ought to be protected by the patent, | take occa- 
sion to say, that, in my estimation, tle inventor of 
anew and useful machine has a natural, an inhe- 
rent right to his invention, and, for a time certain- 
ly, to its exclusive use. His inventions are the 
children of his brain, and are as much his as the 


children of his loins. Some better, some nobler 


| use should be made of this fund; some use that 


should stimulate, regulate, and direct inquiring 
minds, and reward ingenious men. 

If this fund is to be used for the common pur- 
poses of Government, it is high time that the price 
of obtaining a patent should be reduced. 

I can see no plausible reason why these ingeni- 
ous men should be exclusively taxed to erect 
buildings for the Government, unless it be that 
they live north of ** Mason and Dixon’s line.” 


Messrs. BAYLY, STANTON of Tennessee, 
VENABLE, JONES, and HUNTER, opposed 
the amendment, asserting that the ground upon 
which the building had been commenced was, that 
it was necessary for the purposes of the Patent 
Office. They were for applying ihe Patent Office 
fund, which was not wanted for any other pur- 
pose, to that object. 

Pending the discussion on the above, 

Messrs. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, and HAR- 
RIS, of Illinois, severally proposed amendments, 
which were ruled out of order by the Chair. These 
amendments were subsequently again offered, and 
acted upon. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, offered the fol- 
lowing as a substitute: 

“And the funds hereafter arising from patents, after pay- 
ing the expenses of the Patent Office, shall be paid into the 
‘Treasury, in the same manner as moueys arising from cus- 
toms.”’ 

The CHAIR ruled the amendment out of order, 
on the ground of irrelevancy. 

Mr. SCHENCK moved the following, which 





he asked the gentleman from Maine [Mr. Orts] to 
accept asa modification of his amendment, viz: 

«And that the said Patent-Office building, when com- 
pleted, shall be a ated to the use of the general De- 
partment of the Interior, including the office of the Com- 
missioner of Patents.’’ 

Mr. OTIS refused to accept it as a modification 
of his. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Oris, and decided in the negative, on a 
count by tellers, (Messrs. Watpo and Fow er 
acting as such)—ayes 60, noes 80. 

Mr. FULLER desired to introduce an amend- 
ment into a clause of the bill passed upon, but it 
was objected to. 

Mr. SCHENCK again offered his amendment, 
as reported above, but 

Mr. JONES objected to it on the ground of ir- 
relevancy, and 

The CHAIR ruled it out of order. 

After a few remarks by Messrs. STANTON, of 
‘lennessee, and THOMPSON, of Mississippi, as 
to whether the original design had not been ee 
ed from, in the erection of the wings of the patent 
building, 


out all after the word ‘ building,’’ and insert 
** $10,000, which sum shall be faithfully applied to 
paying the debts now due the mechanics and la- 
borers who have been employed in doing work on 
said wings, to be paid out of the patent fund.” 

Mr. JOHNSON made some remarks in support 
of his amendment. 

Mr. SCHENCK moved to strike out the entire 
clause in the bill, and offered the following as a 
substitute, viz: 

«Toward the erection of the wings of the Patent-Office 
building, according to the original plan, under direction of 
the Secretary of the Interior, so as to complete the said 
building for the use of the Department of the Interior, in- 
cluding the office of the Commissioner of Patents, $90,000.”* 

The CHAIR ruled the amendment out of order; 
then 

After a few remarks by Messrs. THOMPSON 
of Mississipp!\, BOWDON, McLANE of Mary- 
land, BAYLY, JOHNSON of Tennessee, and 
SCHENCK, 

Mr. ASHE moved that the committee rise. 

The question was put on the motion and decided 
in the negative. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. Jounson, of Tennessee; and it was re- 
ected. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, offered the following 
amendment, viz: 

* Provided, Thathereafter the fees now established by law, 
to be paid by applicants for patents, where such applicants 
are cit zens of the United Suates, shall be reduced to one 
half their present rates.” 

Mr. BAYLY objected to the amendment as out 
of order—that it was irrelevant. 

The CHAIR ruled the amendment out of order. 

Mr. HARRIS took an appeal, and made some 
remarks as to the ence of the proposed 
amendment. He subsequently withdrew the ap- 


eal. 

, Mr. SCHENCK again proposed his amend- 
ment, which was read, [as reported oe) 

Mr. JONES raised the question of relevancy 
upon the amendment. 

The CHAIR decided that the amendment was 
in order. 

Mr. JONES took an appeal from this decision. 

After a few remarks on this point, by Messrs. 
SCHENCK, JONES, and DISNEY, 

The question was put, * Shall the decision of the 
Chair stand as the judgment of the commitiee?’’ and 
it was determined in the affirmative. 





Mr. SCHENCK explained, and enforced the || 


propriety of his amendment. 

The question was then taken on the amend- 
ment; and it was rejected, on a count by tellers— 
ayes 71, noes 79. 

The following clause now being under consider- 
ation, viz: 

«Fo° expenses of running and marking the boundary line 
between the United States and Mexico, and paying the 
‘salaries of the officers of the commission, $50,000.” 

Mr. BAYLY moved to amend the above, by 
inserting the words, “‘and men,” after the word 
** officers.” 

The question was put, and the amendment was 
agreed to, 

_The following clause being under consideration, 
viz: 









\ir. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, moved to strike | 
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$15,000.” 
Mr. BAYLY moved to strike it out, and insert 
the following, viz: 


‘To provide for unforeseen expenses in the survey of the 
western coast of the United States, already commenced, 
$15,000.” 


The question was put, and the amendment was 


in an examination of the coast of the United States on the 
| 


agreed to. 
The following clause being under consideration, 

viz: 

“To provide for the removal and subsistence of the 
Seminole Indians, now in Florida, west of the Mississippi, 
$400,000.” 

Mr. CARTTER moved to amend it by striking 
out $400,000, and inserting $200,000. 

Messrs. CARTTER, PHELPS, JONES, and 
HUBBARD, made some remarks in favor of the 
amendment; and ‘ 

Messrs. BAYLY, CABELL of Florida, HAR- 
ALSON, and TOOMBS, opposed the amendment, 
on the ground that it was not known how man 
Indians were to be removed, and that if the'full 


them for one year was not appropriated, a war 





priating $100,000 for the removal of the Indians, 
and to strike out the word ‘* subsistence.”” 


The CHAIR stated that the question would be || 


first taken on the largest amount. 

The question was then taken on the amendment 
proposed Oy Mr. Cartter, by tellers, (Messrs. 
Harris, of Tennessee, and Casey acting as such,) 
and decided in the affirmative—ayes 75, noes 69. 

Mr. JONES now moved to strike out the word 
“« subsistence,’’ so as to leave the $200,000 appli- 
cable to the removal alone of the Indians. 


| ‘The question was put, and the amendment was | 


rejected. 
Mr. McMULLEN moved that the committee 
rise. 
The question was put, and it was decided in the 
negative. 
COLONIZATION. 


Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, moved the follow- 
ing amendment: 


«To provide for the removal of the free negroes from the 
United States to Liberia, $200,000.” 


The CHAIR decided that the amendment was 
out of order, on the ground that there was no law 
authorizing such an appropriation. 

Mr. EVANS said it was just as relevant in this 
bill, as the proposition to remove the Indians. 


INDIANS IN OREGON. 
Mr. THURSTON moved the following amend- 


men : 

“Forthe management of the Indian affairs in Oregon 
terri'ory, to be expended under the direction of the Presi- 
dent, $10,000, to supply the deficiency in the appropriation 
ma le by the act of 14th of August, 1848.”’ 

[he CHAIR decided that the amendment was 
out of order, on the ground that it provided a new 


| 
an expenditure of millions. 
Mr. JONES proposed an amendment, appro- 


object of expenditure—the purposes of the law of | 


1848 having been fulfilled. 

Mr. THURSTON appealed from the decision 
of the Chair. 

The question now being, ‘Shall the decision of 
the Chair stand as the judgment of the committee ?”” 

Tellers were demanded, and ordered. 

The question was then taken, (Messrs. Bis- 
seLt and Duer acting as tellers,) and decided in 
the negative—ayes 53, noes 69. 

So the decision of the Chair was reversed. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee, moved that the 
committee rise. 

The question was put, and decided in the neg- 

ative. 
| The question recurring on the amendment, 

Mr. THURSTON rose and addressed the com- 
mittee as follows: 

He said: Mr. Chairman, if I can enlist the ear 
of thecommittee for a few moments, I will state, 
as concisely as I can, the reasons for offering this 
amendment to the bill. The amendment proposes 
an appropriation of the small sum of ten thousand 
dollars, to be expended, under the direction of the 
President, for the management of Indian affairs in 
Oregon Territory, to supply deficiencies arising 
under the thirteenth section of the act organizing 
the Territory of Oregon. And this sum, however 
small it may be, [ should not expect to get, unless 


“For contingent expenses of engincer ‘officers engaged || 1 could present to the committee a good reason 


amount that was necessary to remove and subsist | 


might be the consequence, which would involve | 


March 22, 


|| why it should be granted; and what is the rensn,. 


Pacific ocean, in reference to the defence of the same, || gi) 


|| I wish the committee to understand, that . 
| though the white population in Oregon reache 
a ‘hes 
|| about fifteen thousand, up to this time, the Ing, 

| title to a foot of lafid in that territory never j. 
|| been extinguished. Consequently no man oy,, 
i a foot of land in Oregon; but all of us are ~ 
\| paratively trespassers upon the soil. The lawe of 
|| the United States, so far as the same are applica 
|| ble, were extended over the territoy by the organic 
\ act, approved August 14, 1848. Since that time 
| the whole territory, if not actually, to all intents 
| and purposes, an Indian country, is governed by 
the laws regulating intercourse with the Indians 
The governor, as superintendent of Indian af 
|| fairs, feels himself bound to protect the Indians 
|| in their rights, yet it is impossible for him to 4, 
|, 80, without disregarding the rights of the whiy. 
|| The consequence is, that he is placed between ty, 
|| fires, one of which he is sure to receive. To ¢y. 


Y | force the rights of the Indian strictly, would Ope- 


|| rate ruin to the whites; while to protect the jnye. 
rests of the whites, as they ought to be protecte 
|| would be adding misery to the present wretch¢. 
| ness of the Indians. The whites are pushine 
1 their interests, and the Indians are importunins 
| him fora redress of their grievances. The Indinng 
| could be pacified for a while, and would willingly 
| give way to the whites, if they could receive the 
| least evidence of the nation’s of regard for them, 
} But to manifest toward them this regard, and io 
| manage them properly, the governor of the ter. 
| ritory must have some means at his command, by 
way of presents, to get them to yield peaceab'y 
before the settlements of the whites, and to punish 
'them in case they commit depredations on the 
whites. 
| The act organizing the Territory, was approved 
| the 14th of August, 1848. That act made an ap- 
| propriation of $10,000 out of which, two agents 
‘| sent here from Oregon were to be paid, and the 
\! balance expended, under the direction of the 
'| President, for purchasing preserts for the Indians, 
|| The payment of the agents exhausted the major 
| part cf the appropriation. We are now on the 
fast half of the second year, since that appropria- 
|| tion was made, and yet this nation has had the 
‘|| magnanimity to expect the Governor of Oregon 
Territory to manage swarms of ignorant, dissatis- 
| fied, and in many cases, hostile Indians, on prin- 
} ciples of peace, with about $3,000 at his commaid, 
‘| | will venture to say, Mr. Chairman, that the his- 
'| tory of this Government does not furnish—and | 
|| hope in God never will again furnish—such a cold 
|| and heartless neglect, either of its own citizens, or 
of the Indians, as is to be found in its conduct to- 
ward Oregon. Twelve long years have elapsed, 
| sir, since, at the instance of this Government, 
American citizens began to emigrate to, and setile 
in, Oregon, yet up to this time, that number of 
| thousands of dollars never have been expended 
there, either for whites or Indians. 
| But, to show you the embarrassments to which 
| the governor of that territory must be subject, | 
|| hold in my hands an estimate, taken from his re- 
|| port to the department, by which it will be seen 
that the number of Indians west of the Cascaile 
mountains, scattered all round among us—a part of 
| them located in our streets and arbi in our midst, 
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8,448. Here, sir, are the details: 
Cape Plattery Indians... ........csecccecsceeeeesserers 1400 
Snowguamish Indians...... 2.0. eeeee eens eee eeeeee ot 
Tribes along the western shore of Puget’s sound....... 500 
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The Quenoli and Chehalis... .........seeeeereeeeeeee 
Others living on the Columbia, not named......-- +++ I 
|| ‘Those living on the Falls of the Columbia.......---+- oo 
Molalias .... 0.0... e0eeee Ceederoseddvedevecs coocvers ” 
Clackamas Indians . 
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phe Clat-8a -CAMMiMs.. sieeve ssserees ceeeeeceeree ces + 300 | Government a hundred thousand dollars toaccom- | lomatic agent to the Central power of Germany, 
Claop eae = saaenanewnsay str Rat nARRAPE plish by war. Governor Lane did right in adopt- | at Frankfort. 

COE ck rahe ettheci teehee thee epee 290 || Ing this course; and who, sir, will say thisGov-| Mr. McCLERNAND wished, in connection 
wie Nanidets. «+» Sees udbe MRO esse bie 50 | ernment ought not promptly to make the appro- | with the amendment he had offered, to call the 
Rngue ner mp PEUGIND ERE ennneEtory 0 aseiweseis 800 || priation asked, for the purpose, among other | attention of the committee to the appropriations 
Fackand Indians s+4++sereeereeeeesersevesseeeeees 


8448 | 
[have no doubt it is short of the actual number. | 
This includes none of those herds and swarms 
stretching from the Cascade mountains to the 


Rocky 


iongitude by 486} in latitude. Yet you send a | 


years, with the sceptre of peace, and invest 


jong 


him with the enormous sum of $3,000 for all con- || 


tingencies. And what are the contingencies? 
For the last ten years, the white population in | 
that territory have been promising the Indians that | 


the Hias Bosten Tyee (the President) would come | 


and pay them for their lands, and this was the | 


siory told them year after year, for the sake of | 
peace. No sooner was it rumored abroad that | 
this Tyee, im the person of the governor, had | 


come, than the news was carried on the wings of || 


the wind to all parts of the territory, that the day 
of deliverance and doing justice had come. Dele- 
gations from tribes, and in some cases, whole 
tribes, bedecked in all the paraphernalia of savage | 





i| 
yovernor there, to rule these savage men for two | 


j 
! 


The amendment was unanimously adopted. 
Mr. WOOD moved that the committee rise. 


tive. 

Mr. JONES moved to strike the following 
clause from the bill, viz: 

“ For continuing the pavement of the avenue around the 
Capitol grounds, 216,500.” 


The question was taken and decided in the neg- 
ative without a count. 


Mr. FULLER moved the following amendment | 


to the bill, viz: 


Eastport, Maine, and to compensate the architect for his 
services, for the fiscal year,e.ding the 13th June, A. D., 
1850.”? 


Mr. FULLER explained the necessity of his 


grandeur, rushed from all parts of the territory to | amendment. 


the seat of government, to see the great chief, this | 
Sias scocum Tilicum, Governor Lane. 
did they come for? Why, sir, they came to re- 
ceive pay for their lands—they came to receive | 
presents—they came to wauwaw with this Bosten 
Tyee, and see if he had a hias close tum-tum (a | 
very good heart,) toward them; and no so con- | 
vineing evidence of this could be given them, as | 
some showy present. Such delegations as these | 
have been visiting the governor ever since. But 

1 

| 

' 


when these distinguished chiefs come to visit our 
governor, they expect, as is their custom, to have | 
some close mucko-muck (some good food.) This | 
the governor must furnish. To do all these | 
things, for two whole years, three thousand dollars 
are dolled out to him from the overflowing coffers 
of this rich and mighty nation. And this is not 
all the governor must do. He must not only re- | 
ward and conciliate the deserving, but he must | 
punish the offenders; and here is an instance in | 
ont: 

; Inthe month of May last, one of our citizens | 
by the name of Wallace was murdered by Indians | 
from the Sno-gualimick and the Skey-whamish | 
tribes, near fort Nesqually; and others, I believe, | 
were wounded. The murderers escaped, and could | 
not be reached. Soon after this, J. Quinn Thorn- | 
| 





ton, acting as sub-Indian agent, repaired to Fort | 
Nesqually on Lusiness connected with the Indian | 
Department. He offered a reward of eighty | 
blankets to any Indians who would surrender the | 
murderers. The reward had its desired effect— 
the Indians were brought in, and surrendered to 
Captain Hill, of the United States army. 
Thornton had resigned his office, because the pay 


consequently the Governor had to appoint some 
one to prosecute these Indians. But these mur- 
derers were under arrest—they must be tried, and 
as a means of awing the surrounding tribes, it was 
thought proper by Governor Lane—very properly, | 
too, in my judgment—that these Indians should 
be tried and executed, if guilty, in the sight of 
their own and other tribes. 
to the Legislature, then in session, to provide for 
the holding a court at Fort Stilacoom for the pur- | 
pose, which was done. To vindicate the law, a 
prosecuting attorney had to be appointed pro hac 


| 


attorney appointed to defend them. The jurors 
had to be transported two hundred miles, and 


be trans 
day, an 


their tawny brethren. And to show you the ex- 
pense, | quote from the report of Governor Lane: 
“The total expense of holding the court at Stila- 
coom for the trial of these Indians, amounts to 
$1,899 54, reward of eighty blankets, $480; mak- 
ing the sam total of $2,379 54.” This sum has 
been expended to ish an atrocious murder. 
None will doubt the wisdom of the course, for it 


Judge 
| 





Application was made | 


rted to the spot—rowing their boats by | 
and sleeping by the foot of a tree at night. 
But it was done—the murderers were tried, and | 
two were convicted and executed within gaze of | 








| 


And after a few remarks by Messrs. CONRAD, 


And what || JONES, BAYLY and VINTON, 


The question was put on the amendment, and it 


was adopted. 


Mr. BAYLY said he was directed by the 
Committee of Waysand Means to offer the follow- 
ing amendment, as an additional clause to the bill, 
viz: 

‘* To supply the deficiency in the former appropriation, 
for store-house No. 19 and gateway, wall across timber dock, 
digging ont timber dock, and for repairs atthe Norfolk navy 
yard, $60,000." 

Messrs. BAYLY, TOOMBS, BROOKS, VIN- 
TON, and MILLSON, explained and supported 
the amendment. It merely anticipated the appro- 
priation which was to be provided in the general 
appropriation bill. They explained the necessity 
of it, to save valuable timber, subject to destruc- 
tion in the dock, unless the dock was immediately 
repaired. 

Messrs. CARTTER, and HARRIS of Illinois, 


cepnene the amendment, as not in order in this || 
bill. 


The CHAIR decided that it was in order. 

A motion was then made that the committee 
rise; which, being put to the committee, was dé- 
cided in the negative. 

The question was then put, and the amendment 
was adopted. 

Mr. SCHENCK moved the following amend- 
ment, viz: 

“ To supply a deficiency in the appropriation heretofore 
made for the improvement and preservation of the harbor 
of Sandusky bay, on Lake Erie, $30,000.” 

Mr. JONES rose to a question of order. There 
was no law, he said, authorizing such an appro- 
priation. 


The CHAIR ruled the amendment out of order || 


on that ground. 

Mr. SCHENCK insisted that the amendment 
was in order—that a partial appropriation had 
been, some years ago, made for the work. 

The CHAIR insisted that the amendment was 


| not in order. 


judges, lawyers, marshals, jurors, and all, had to | 





| 


| 


Mr. SCHENCK said he could not perceive the | 


reason, unless it was for the difference between 


| fresh and salt water—a salt-water proposition 
| having been admitted as in order. 

; oo 1 
vice; and to secure justice to the Indians, another || rise and report the bill, but waived it at the sug- |. 
|| gestion of 


Mr. BOWDON, who moved the following || 


Mr. RICHARDSON moved that the committee 


amendment, to come in at the end of the bill, viz: 


“ For deficiency, in the appropriation for the fiscal year, 
for lighting the Capitol and Capitol grounds, Pennsylvania 


Avenue, and the ent’s House, $6,900.”” 


Mr. BOWDON explained his amendment, and | 
enforced the necessity of its immediate passage— 
there being $500 now due for the object to be pro- 
|| vided for in the amendment. 

The question was put, and the amendment was 
| agreed to. 


GERMAN CONFEDERACY. 


Mr. McCLERNAND moved to amend the bill, | 


The question was put, and decided in the nega- | 


* Au additional sum of $5,000 to supply the deficiency in | 
e appropriation for the completion of the custom-house at | 


_ || things, of paying this expense? I know, sir, the | for the outfits of a minister to Prussia, and a 
magnanimity of this House too well, and its good 
feeling toward Oregon, to doubt its decision. Let P 
this simple act of justice be done us, and I will | chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
| trouble the committee no longer. 
mountains, a distance of some 800 miles in || 


chargé d’affaires to Austria. ‘These appropriations 
had been added to the bill upon the motion of the 


| Mr. McC.’s purpose to object to the appropria- 
tions because they were inappropriate to this bill— 
| not being appropriations to supply deficiencies— 


| and deserved careful consideration. It was not 


| although he would not say that there was not room 
| for objection on that ground; but he did object to 
|| the appropriations in view of the manner and the 
| circumstances in which they were introduced. 
| What were those circumstances? It was well 
| known that, in consequence of the extraordinary 
| conduct of Austria toward Hungary and the Hun- 
| gacians, in their late struggle, public opinion was 
| divided in this country upon the point of our 
| continuing diplomatic relations with the Austrian 
cabinet. The appropriate committees of the two 
houses, (certainly of the House,) were charged 
with the consideration of this subject, upon peti- 
| tions by the people and legislative resolves. Be- 
|| sides that, it was but the other day that the Senate 
rejected our chargé d’affaires to Austria. Under 
| these circumstances, the question was put, whether 
it was proper, or respectful, to dispose of this 
question in the summary manner proposed by the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and which had 
been, almost without notice, adopted by the House? 
| Whether it was proper, under such circumstances, 
to wrest the subject from the appropriate commit-. 
tees and to prejudge it, in a manner, without de- 
bate, as had been done? He expressed no opinion 
upon the merits of continuing diplomatic relations 
with Austria at this time—there was no opportu- 
| nity to do so, even if he desired it—his object was 
| to discharge his duty, by calling the attention of 
} the committee to the subject. This done, he was 
|| content for the present. 
| In regard to the mission to Prussia, there was 
| room for much to be said—and still more, proba- 
| bly, upon the arbitrary and unwarrantable sup- 
| pression of the mission to the German Confedera- 
tion, which was substituted by the mission to 
Prussia. Upon the conduct of the Executive, in 
that connection, he would have been glad of an 
opportunity to express his views at large—he 
might do so yet, if a favorable eet should 
occur. It was due, that the coalition of the Ex- 
ecutive with Kings against the people of Germany, 
in that connection, should be noticed with repro- 
bation. Mr. McC. did not design to press his 
amendment, at all events at present, and therefore 
withdrew it. 
Mr. BAYLY defended the course of the com- 
mittee. 
The CHAIR ruled the amendment to be out of 
order, as not being connected with the general 
purposes of the bill, and the object not being pro- 
vided for by existing law. 
| Some further remarks were made by Mr. 
| McCLERNAND, in which he insisted that his 

amendment was in order, on the ground that the 
| only authority for the existence of foreign mis- 
| sions, in many cases, was, the simple appropria- 
| tion for the object. He concluded by appealing 
from the decision of the Chair. 

The question was put, * Shall the decision of the 
Chair stand as the judgment of the commitiee?”’ 
| and it was decided in the affirmative. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 

On motion by Mr. DUER, the committee rose, 
and its chairman reported the bill to the House, 

The SPEAKER stated the question to be on 
| agreeing to the amendments reported from the 





| Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and on ordering the bill to be engrossed for a third 
reading. . ‘ 
Mr. BAYLY demanded the previous question, 
Mr. McCLERNAND appealed to him to with- 
draw the motion, in order to enable him (Mr. 
McC.) to reply to some remarks made by -he 
| gentleman in committee. ‘ 
|” Mr. BAYLY said he would do so, if the gen- 
| tleman would renew the motion in five minutes. 
| Mr. McCLERNAND said he could not pledge 
himself; to do so. 
Mr. BAYLY. Then 1 do not withdraw the 


accomplished an end that it might have cost the || by adding an appropriation for an outfit for a dip- | motion. 
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“Mr McCLERNAND moved that the House | 


adjourn. ‘ | 
On motion by Mr. GENTRY, it was resolved, 
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that when the House adjourna, it adjourn to meet || white citizens; one or the other is superior, and 
|| that superiority is in the white people, besides 


on Monday next. 
And then, at a late hour, the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &e. 
The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees ; 


| 
| 


By Mr. HARLAN: The petition of Dr. D. Milligan, of || 


Portiand, Jay county, Indiana, for a post-route from Bra- | 
man, Mereer county, Ohio, to Fort Recovery, in said county, 
thence to Portiand, Jay county, Indiana, thence to Camden | 
and said county of Jay, thence to Hartford, in Blackford | 
county, and thence to Marion, in Grant county. | 

By Mr. WENTWOKTH: The petition of citizens of | 
Lake county, [inois, fora mail-route from Waukegan, via 
Antioch, Butterfield’s Corner, in the town of Benton, Mor- 
timer, Hickory, Milburn, Otsego, and back from there to | 
Waukegan. 

Also, the petition of the people of St. Charles, Kane | 
county. Lilinois, for land reform. | 

By Mr. GOULD: The pet tion of 134 citizens of Andes, 
Delaware county, New York, to secure to alleged fugitives 
the right of trial by jury. 

Aiso, the petition of 156 citizens of Andes, Delaware 
county, New York, to prohibit slavery in the constitution 
of all new territory to be admitted into the Union. 

Ala», the petition of 134 citizens of Andes, Delaware | 
county, New York, for the prohibition of slavery in all the 
territories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of 137 citizens of Andes, Delaware 
county, New York, asking a repeal of all laws, and parts of | 
Jaws, authorizing slavery and the slave-trade in the District 
of Columbia; and in case of the non-repeal, the removal of 
the National Government to some more favorable location. 

By Mr. MILLER: The petition of Wade Witherow and 
others, citizens of Knox county. Ohio, asking fora mail- 
route from Millershurg, Ohio, to Mount Gilead, Ohio. 

* By Mr. ROCKWELL: The —— of Charles F. Ben- 
nett and 19 others, citizens of Dalton, Massachusetts, in 
favor of establishing the rates of postage on prepaid letters, | 
weighing net more than half an ounce, at two cents. 

By Me CONGER: The petition of 134 citizens of Moravia, 
Cayuga county, New York, for the repeal of all laws tol- 
erating slavery in the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. JOUINSON, of Tennessee: The petition of A. J. | 
Semmes and others, citizens of the District of Columbia, | 
praying the abolition of the office of chaplain in the navy, 
army, orany other branch of the public service. | 

! 
| 
| 
| 








By Mr. HENRY: The petition of E. Seymour and 30 
others, citizens of Bratweborough, Vermont, for a reduced 
rate of postage. 

By Mr. WOOD: The petition of C. J. Orten and 49 
others, citizens of Fremont, Sandusky county, Ohio, asking 
Congress to make an appropriation for removing ob-truc- 
tions to navigation atthe head of the Sandusky bay, so as | 
to render more easy and safe, the passage of sailing vessels 
and steamboats into the Sandusky river. 

Ry Mr. SWEETSER: The petition of L. W. Knowlton 
and 105 others, citizens of Utica, Licking county, Obio, 
Fovine the abolition of the slave-trade in the District of 

Jolumbia. 

Also, the petition of the same, praying the enactment of 
a law authorizing the trial by jury in the case of fugitive 
slaves, 

Also, the petition of the same, praying the prohibition of 
slavery and the slave-trade in the territories of the United 
Biates. | 

Also, the petition of the same, protesting against the ad- 
mission of any more slave States into the Union. 

By Mr, CROWELL; The petition of W. F. Spelman | 
and others, citizens of Edinburgh, Portage county, Ohio, 
praying that slavery and the slave-trade may be expressly 

rohihited, by act of Congress, in all the territories of the 
Jnited States. 

Aiso, the petition of Peter Ewing and othera, citizens of 
Edinburgh, Portage county, Ohio, praying Congress to se- 
cure to fugitive slaves, the right of trial by jury, before being 
delivered to the claimant. 

By Mr. FOWLER: The petition of Pelham Holmes, for 
indemnities for French spoliations, prior to the year 1800. 








IN SENATE. 
Fainay, Warch 22, 1850. 


Mr. SHIELDS presented a petition of citizens 
of illinois, setting forth, that in their opinion the 
right to life includes the right to a place to live; in 
accordance with which opinion they ask the free- 
dom of the public lands, in limited quantities, to 
actual settlers; which was referred to the Commit- | 
tee on Public Lands. 

Also, of citizens of Wabash county, in the State 
of Illinois, deploring the evils of war, and asking 
that some substitute may be adopted therefor; 
which was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, 

Also, of citizens of Illinois, asking that all aliens 
may be removed from office, and that a part of the 
constitution of Illinois, in relation to aliens, may 
be expunged. 

Also, of citizens of the same State, setting forth 
the danger of abolition, or the freeing of negroes, to 
the citizens of the United States and their posterity, 
and urging Congress to check, at once the prin- 
ciple, as it was already alienating the affections of 
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vocates of abolition—that nature nor nature’s 


citizens from each other, and emboldening the ad- 
God ever did make the negroes equal with the 


having high authority to believe the negroes were 
made for servants for the white citizens and their 
posterity. 

Also, of citizens of Chicago, Illinois, asking the 
abolition of slavery and the slave-trade in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia otherwise, that the seat of Gov- 
ernment may be removed to some free State nearer 
the geographical centre of the nation. 

Also, of legal voters of Wabash county, Illinois, 
asking that the Sabbath may be more sacredly ob- 
served by the different departments of Govern- 
ment, ad that the transportation of the mail on 
the holy Sabbath may be stopped—setting forth 
that, as we profess to be a Christian nation, and 
governed by laws based on the holy Scriptures, 
and as this great and flourishing Republic is held 
up in the order of Providence az an example of 
free government for all the nations of the earth, it 
therefore behooves the representatives to uphold it 
in its purity. 

These several petitions were received and or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Mr. BELL presented resolutions of the Legis- 
lature of Tennessee, opposed to any action on the 
part of the General Government on the subject of 
constructing a railroad across the continent of 
North America, until full information shall have 
been obtained as to the practicability of the several 
routes proposed, and the comparative advantages 
of each, and opposed to the selection of any route 
for said railroad, but such as may be central; which 
was ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 

Mr. JONES presented a petition of citizens of | 
Towa, asking the establishment of a mail-route | 
from Quashqueton to the county seat of Keokuk 
county, in that State. 

Mr. WHITCOMB presented a resolution of the 
Legislature of Indiana, in favor of the enactment | 
of a law granting the public lands to actual settlers, 
in limited quantities; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, a resolution of the legislature, instructing 
the Senators and requesting the Representatives of 
the State in Congress, to use their exertions to pro- 
cure an appropriation for the improvement of the 
navigation of the Ohio river; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Also, of the same, in favor of the establishment 
of a mail-route from Rushville to Noblesville, in 
said State; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Post-Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa, presented a petition of 
citizens of lowa, asking a reduction of the rates of 
postege; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Post-Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. FELCH presented a petition of citizens of 
Monroe county, Michigan, in favor of a reduction 
of postage and the abolition of the franking privi- 
lege; which was referred to the Committee on the 
Post-Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. DAWSON presented the petition of Wil- 
liam Hardin, asking the reimbursement of ex- 
penses incurred, and moneys advanced, by him for 
the purpose of moving the Cherokee Indians in 
the year 1828; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. BENTON presented a petition of the faculty 
and students of the medical department of the 
University of St. Louis, Missouri, askin? a reduc- 
tion of the rates of postage to a uniform standard 
of two cents per half ounce; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Post-Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. BALDWIN presented a petition of mem- 
bers of the faculty of Yale College, in Connecti- 
cut, in favor of a reduction of the rates of postage; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post- 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. BELL. I present the memorial and ac- 
companying resolutions of the Legislature of the 
State of Tennessee, praying the establishment of 
a marine hospital at the city of Memphis, on the 
Mississippi river. The memorial sets forth, in 
very strong terms, the great hardships and ine- 
quality of throwing upon the citizens of that State, 
and of the citizens of Memphis particularly, the 
burden of giving relief to the numerous invalid 
sick emigrants. It is very well known to those 
who have turned their attention to the course of 
emigration to this country, that hundreds and 
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| thousands—perhaps five hundred or one thousa 
in the course of a year—pass up the river fro 
New Orleans to St. Louis, afflicted with ‘iiaiie. 
gious diseases, which have latterly been very f c 
tal, particularly during the cholera season. There 
are numbers of poor persons, and some even in 
better condition, who are obliged to be put Off the 
boats, and who eannot be driven away from the 
city in which they are landed, and are therefore 
obliged to be relieved by the kind feeling cod 
charitable contributions of the city. They also 
ray for the establishment of a marine hospital at 
Nach ville, on the Cumberland river. I move thas 
the resolutions be laid on the table and printed, 
The motion was agreed to. 


CHAPLAINS IN THE PUBLIC SERVICE, 


| Mr. CHASE presented nine petitions of citi. 
zens of Ohio, and a petition from citizens of Jp. 
diana, praying that chaplains in the public service 
may be abolished. 

Mr. BRADBURY presented a petition of cit). 
zens of Somerset county, in the State of Maine 
asking that the office of chaplain may be abolished. 
all of which were referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. ° 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I present two petitions 
from citizens of the State of Kentucky, asking 
Congress to abolish the office of chaplain, and 
henceforth to refrain from all legislation on relj- 
| gious subjects. 1 will read a portion of this peti- 
| tion. It sets forth, that 


‘The history of all nations, from the day of Nimrod to 
the present time, affords the most irrefragabie testimony that 
no husan Government can possibly contribute to the peace 
and happiness of mankind, out of its own legitimate sphere 
of secular legislation. Religion is a matter exlusively be. 
tween every citizen of the world and his God, and until uy. 
man Goveruments can take on thein the responsibility of 
answering at the bar of God for the souls of their constitu. 
ents, they have no right in justice to legislate upon the sub- 





| 


| 
} 


| ject. To your honorable bodies, we, a3 citizens of the 


United States, cheerfully concede the right to legisiate for 
| usin all secular concerns, restricted only by the Constit- 
tion, and in all such secular legislation, we entertain the u- 
most confidence in, and respect for, the w sdom, virtue, 
| and integrity of our honorable Senators and Represent. 
| atives; but when, under the impression that the cause of 
religion requires aid, patronage, or legislation, trom your 
| honorable bodies, or that it is conducive to the welfare of 
our nation, by such means, to conciliate the favor of religion- 
| ists, you have been induced to make provisions of any kind, 
| or to any extent, for religious establishments, however pure 
the motives by which you have been actuated, we lave re- 
| garded all such legislation as an infringement of the wost 
sacred rights guarantied to us by the Constitution. 
; In contravention of that express provision of our Con- 
| stitution, which declares that ‘ Congress shali make no law 
| ‘respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
‘ free exercise thereof,’ we are sorely burdened by the reli- 
| gious establishment of a national chaplaincy as a creature 
| of State. We are compelled, against our own sense of right 
and in violation of our own consciences, to support that es- 
tablishment of religion, and thereby we are prohivited the 
free exercise of ou: own religious rights. The appropriation 
of our national funds, to support a nacional clergy for the 
Houses of Congress, for the army and navy, for military 
schools and Indian stations, is as burdensome and oppres- 
sive to us as citizens of the United States as if the same tax 
were levied ty sustain a national church, A national chap- 
lainey, no less than a national church, is considered by us 
emphatically an ¢ establishment of religion.’ 

** We beg leave to assure your honorable bodies that this 
petition and remonstrance is not induced by any want of 
respect for that religion which is from Heaven or that king- 
dom which is not of this world. We ask, as religionists, 
only what we are willing to concede to all others—ihe free 
exercise of the religious establishments to which we sever- 
ally belong, so far as the free exercise of our religion shall 
not infringe the equal rights of our fellow-citizens. 

“If the members of the Houses of Congress are disposed 
to pray, or if they are inclined to hire men to pray for them, 
on their own responsibility, and at their own individual ex- 
pense, we claim no right to object; but when they officialiy, 
and in our name, and by the appropriation of our funds, 
make legal provisions for the support of an army of chap- 
tains, We are involved in the responsibility, and thereby ag- 
grieved. 

I move the reference of the petition to the Com- 
| mittee on Military Affairs, as it prays for the abo- 
| lition of chaplains in the army. ‘ 

Mr. BENTON. I wish to say, that this matter 
of military chaplains in the army of the United 
States, seems to be misunderstood, and hence & 
run of petitions is got up against them. We all 
know how it is when any persons undertake to 
get up arun of petitions. Now, there is no such 
thing as the employment of chaplains, in the old 
sense of the term—or what seems to be the under- 
standing of these petitioners—in the army of the 
United States. Some years ago—twelve or fifteen 
years ago—when I was a member of the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, and personally ac uainted 
with the condition of the posts upon the frontier, 
and perronally knowing to the fact, that the officers 
and soldiers of the army were obliged, out of their 
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to get chaplains to do the business of 
a divine service on Sunday, and of teach- 
ing their children during the week—I, seeing and | 
knowing that, did move this Senate to allow | 
chapiains to be employed, to perform the double | 
duty of teaching the children at the post during 
the week, and of performing Divine service on 
Sunday—to be limited to fourteen of the outside 
sts, where they could not have that advantage, 
unless they went to the expense out of their own || 
ockets, or the United States did it for them. I || 
ae certain then I was doing a service to the army, | 
and extending a justifiable relief to the officers and || 
soldiers of thearmy; and I really think, if the people | 
of the United States only understood it as it is, that | 
we should have no more of these gevee for | 
abolishing chaplains in the army. e have no | 
such thing as chaplains in the army. They are || 
chaplains of the frontier posts, partially paid out || 
of the post fund, and a mode provided by which 
they are supported and appointed. I have been to |, 
those posts, where these chaplains are in service, || 
since the time they were appointed, and I have | 
had great reason to congratulate myself on the 
jittle part | had in securing their appointment. 
Mr. BUTLER. Petitionsof a similar character 
as those presented by the Senator from Kentucky, 
have been referred to the Judiciary Commitee. It 
was at first supposed that a formal report was not |, 
needed; but the number presented have induced | 
the committee to think it better to make some re- 
rton the subject. The petitioners have a claim || 
for that much of respect at least, and to refer the 
petitions now presented to the Military Committee }; 
might produce some conflict on the subject. They || 
should either all go to the Judiciary Committee, or || 
all to the Military Committee. | 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I should be pleased 
to have these petitions go to the Judiciary Com- |. 
mittee; and it 1s but fair that I give notice to the 
Senator from Kentucky, if he takes any interest in 
this subject, that, if he sends it to the Military 
Committee, I promise a most adverse report, so || 
faras | have any control over it. Iagree with all | 
the Senator fram Missouri [Mr. Benton] has said 
inregard to the appointment of chaplains in the 
army, and I have, like him, some personal know- 
ledge of the subject. They are selected by the 
oficers who have charge of the fiscal affairs—the 
council of administration—of the post; and they 
are partly paid out of a fund raised by the officers 
and soldiers of the post, to perform divine and 
funeral services, and to teach the children—em- 

hatically the children of the country, for they are | 
Ln in the service of the country—where other- | 
wise they would neither be taught nor preached to. | 
These petitions against the employment of chap- | 
lains for Congress, which are sent here, may be | 
well enough, if we are already sufficiently pious; || 
but as these chaplains perform the duties of a | 
schoolmaster, and are paid wholly out of the || 
public treasury, that constitutes an entirely differ- | 
entcase. I rose, however, merely to say, that if | 
the Senator from Kentucky is interested in the in- || 
vestigation of this matter, and hopes for a favorable | 
report upon it, he had better not send it to the | 
Military Coramittee. i] 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I had no such hope as |, 
that in giving it the direction of the Military Com- |, 
mittee; and I think now, after having heard the | 
suggestions of the Senator, that we ought, by all | 
means, to send it there. The petitioners aay that || 
they desire to get rid of supporting chaplains be- || 
longing to the army. Now, the best answer to || 
this would be, that there exists no such establish- | 
ment as that of which they complain, and that, } 
therefore, their money is taken for no such pur- | 
pose; and who is there who is so well qualified to |, 
give that answer, after what has been suggested, 
as the Military Committee? 

Mr. DAVIS. With some limitations, the Sena- 
tor’s understanding of my remarks, is correct. I || 
said that the chaplains were confined to the mili- } 
tary posts of our frontier, partly paid by those for |, 
whom, and by whom they are employed, and that |, 
they are limited in number, as stated by the Sen- | 
ator from Missouri. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I think I understood | 
every word that was said, and I think, too, that if | 
the Senator would draw up a short report, just to | 
gratify these petitioners, and that they may see || 
upon what grounds their designs are rejected by || 

ongress, it would be the best answer that could 

given to them. It must be remembered, also, | 
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‘| that they pray for some reformation in the naval lA messenger met him, to say that the danger was 


as well as in the military service; and if one of || great, and to suggest that he would do well to halt 


trust will be t 


upon it. 


Mr. BUTLER. I am not very anxious that 


but I will say, that the subject has been brought 


under their notice, and steps have been taken to || 


make a report on it. 
lieve, should go to one committee, and I care not 
whether it be to the Military or to the Judiciary 
Committee. 

The motion to refer the petitions to the Military 
Committee, was negatived, and they were then 


| referred to the Judiciary Committee. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Pen- || 
sions, to which was referred the memorial of Mrs. | 


| A. M, Dade, asking a renewal of her pension, re- || Qn the 7th of May, just one week afterward, he 


) : L | was buried. 
widow of the late Major F. L. Dade; which was |! 


| read and ordered to a second reading. 


ported a bill for the relief of Mrs. A. M. Dade, 


Mr. B. also, from the Committee on Printing, 
to which was referred the report of the Secretary 


| of War, in relation to an exploration of the Terrt- 


, curred in. 


All these memorials, | be- || 


| del Norte as soon as assured of its disinfection. 


| these petitions should go to the Naval Committee, | until the danger had in some degree passed away. 
and they could make a report to the petitioners || What was his answer? Hear it: 

and the country, on this branch of the subject, | 

| that would be just as satisfactory, perhaps, as | | 

t from the Military Committee, || 

ifthe matter is referred to them, and they report | 


McULEtian's, 20 miles from San Anton‘o, 
Taree o'clock, p. m. April 3), 1849, 
My Dear Mason: [aim here with the head of my column. 
The cenwe and rear will be up in an hour or se, rather re- 


| tarded by disabled horses, having made one hundred and 
| fifty miles in four and a half days. 


I have your note of this 


Dt ! ' | morning, and draw from it the comfortable belief that your 
the Judiciary Committee should perform this duty, || ‘ 


sufferings are abating. Whether that be so or not, J aust 


| ga on; if is my duly, and the ladies will not be lett behind. 


So we shall be with you, I hope, by three or four o'clock 
to-morrow, taking it quietly and coolly. Under other eir- 
cumstances I would certainly halt, but eannot do it now, 
whatever may be the hazurd to m: or mine. Major Dashiels 


| will reach you to-night, and pay off ihe tour mouths’ advance 


to the 3d infantry, which shall he put in motion for Bi Paso 


Much as 
we want to see you, do not expose yourself to the -un by 


coming to meet us; but if you could send a bottle of old 


| brandy, to meet us at the crossing, some four or five niles, 
it would be useful; our one bottle, with which we stmrted 


from Levaca, has given out. You s, most truly, 
W. J. WORTH. 
To Major L. 8. Carers, San Antonio, Texas. 


This letter was written on the last day of April. 


It is for the wife, (now the widow,) 
the nobie woman, with a devotion to duty unsur- 


|| passed even by that of her nobie husband—it is 


for her, that this bill is introduced—it is for her, ut 


|| provides for the remainder of her life, darkened as 


! ) | that life must be by desolation of heart llow- 
tory of Minnesota, by Brevet Captain Polk, report- | : Y emia saademaian 


| ed in favor of printing the same; which was con- 


ance of one half the pay pertaining to the rank of 


| her husband. 


Mr. BUTLER, from the Committee on the Ju- || 


diciary, to which was referred the memorial of || 


Charles F’. Sibbald, asking indemnity for injuries 


sustained, by being deprived of the possession of | 


his property, submitted a report, which was or- || 
| dered to be printed, accompanied by a joint reso- 
lution for the relief Charles F. Sibbald; which |! 
|| was read and passed to a second reading. 


PENSION TO THE WIDOW OF GEN. WORTH. 
Mr. BORLAND. 


for the relief of Margaret L. Worth, widow of the 


States, to report back the*same, with the blanks 
filled up. 
ask that it may be considered now. 

The bill was read a first time by its title, and 


| then, by unanimous consent of the Senate, read a 


second time, and considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. The first question was on the filling up 
of the blanks, as recommended by the committee. 
Mr. BORLAND. I have asked for the consid- 
eration of the bill immediately, as it is one which, 
appealing at once to the judgment and feelings of 


|| the Senate, will, | apprehend, give rise to no 


debate, and meet no opposition; and if passed at 
all, should, from peculiar circumstances, become a 
law atonce. It is not necesaary that I should say 
anything in commendation of the character and 
services of General Worth. 
known to the Senate—they are so deeply engraven 
upon the hearts of his countrymen—that, however 
brilliant the picture [ might draw, I feel that I 
should do injustice, by falling far, far below the 
merits of the original. 


1am directed by the Com- 
| mittee on Pensions, to which was referred the bill 


'| late General Worth, of the army of the United | 


In view of the merits of the case, | | 


| ated. 


To one other thing I ask the attention of the 
Senate while | read. It isa passage from one of 
General Worth’s official reports—his report of the 
battle of El Molino del Rey. 1 read it to show 
the true spirit of chivalry which filled his own 
heart, and prompted him to speak the feelings of 


| the other noble spirits with whom he was associ- 


He had enumerated the gallant officers of 


| hiscommand who fell around him, on that bloodiest 
|| of all his fields, and thus concludes: 


“ All of these gallant men fell as, when it pleased God, 


|, they would have wished to tall, fighting bravely at the head 


of their troops, leaving a bright example to the service, and 
spotiess nawes to the cherished recollections of comrades.”’ 

Such, sir, was his estimate of a solidier’s feel- 
ings, and the fitting circumstances of a soldier's 
death. In this, | am sure, he spoke the heartelt 
sentiment of a soldier’s heart. It was not given 
him, as it was to those gallant men, as, when it 
pleased God, he had wished to fall, fighting at the 
head of his troops; yet he did fall at the head of 
his troops, and in the performance of duties re- 
quiring more true courage than any which ever 
marked the battle-field; and, in falling, no man has 


| ever left a brighter example to the service, a more 


Opposition . 
y | 


spotless name to the cherished recollection of com- 
rades, or won a higher or more honorable claim 
upon the admiration and gratitude of bis country. 

I will add nothing in favor of the bill, believing 
that, as it ought, it will pass at once and without 
It may not be improper to add, how- 
ever, that the amount of pension provided for Mrs. 


|| Worth, is the same allowed by special act for 


1 am unwilling, therefore, | 


to occupy the time of the Senate, by what would |, 


be the feeble expression of the very strong feelings 


find, | am sure, a full and ready sympathy in every 


heart around me,) or to delay the passage of the | 


bill by unrequired advocacy. But I cannot forbear 
the reading of a letter | hold in my hand. 
letter written by General Worth—among the very 
last letters his hand ever wrote. 
two reasons—as a noble exhibition of that spirit 


never faltered in the face of any danger, but ever 


impelled him forward and upward, wherever duty 
called; and in evidence that he fell in the perform- 


country, numerous and great as they are known 
to have been. 


approaching San Antonio, Texas. He knew that 


the cholera was there, and death and desolation | 


Itisa | 


. He, with his wife and children, at | 
the head of his column, (where he ever was, when | 
duty was to be done, or danger encountered,) was | 


'| Mrs. Decatur, widow of Commodore Decatur, be- 


ing one-half the monthly pay of her deceased hus- 
band at the time of his deoth. 

Mr. KING. What is the sum allowed? 

Mr. BORLAND. Fifty dollars a month, being 


| the half-pay of a brigadier-general. 
| which fill my own heart, (and though unuttered, |! 


Mr. KING. I have very great reluctance in 
saying anything in opposition to this bill. It 
involves feelings of the high estimation in which 
General W orth was held by his country in general, 
and it is exceedingly unpleasant for a Senator, in 


|| the discharge of his duty, to be obliged to throw 
1 will read it, for” 


any Opposition in the way of the manifestation, by 


|| the Government, of its high respect and regard for 
of devotion to the service of his country, which , 


this distinguished soldier. But in granting pen- 


| sions of this kind, we ought not to be influenced 


merely by our feelings; for if we go to the extent 


| proposed by the bill in this case, we may hereaf- 
ance of duty, and in meeting dangers far more | 


serious—far more apyalling—than any he had ever | 
before encountered in fighting the battles of his | 


ter be compelled to follow the precedent in other 
cases. Now,I1 understand that General Worth 
was merely a brigadier-general by brevet. The 
pension granted to the widow of Commodore De- 
catur, was given to her for the actual rank which 
Commodore Decatur held at the time of his death. 

Mr.*BORLAND. Will the Senator allow me 
to makea i remark? General Worth wasa 
major-general by brevet, and during the war in 


were its attendants; and yet he pressed forward. || Mexico he commanded as a major-general; and 
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when he died, he was in Texas commanding as a 
brigadier genera). | 
Mr. KING. I am perfectly aware of that—t | 
understood it. So if he had been a lieutenant, and | 
brecetted as captain, he would have been captain | 
when there was no captain to command. I am of | 
opinion that, in giving these allowances, we 
should look to the actual rank of the individual. 


If that is not done, I do not see where we are to || from the like effects of that war. 


stop. [ask the Senator from Arkansas why we 
of a major-general? General Worth was a major- 
general by brevet; he commanded as major-gen- 
eral during a portion of the war with Mexico; he 
was a major-general, because there was no older 


officer of that grade serving with him. So at the | 


general, because there was no older brigadier-gen- 
eral serving with him; but he was in fact a colonel. | 
Now, I object to the precedent of leaving these | 


time of his death, he commanded as_brigadier- | 


matters to be decided by the kind feelings of the | 
Congress of the United States, toward persons 
who have performed distinguished services. | 
I repeat again, that it is with great reluctance 
that I throw any obstacle in the way of the mani- | 
festation of a liberal and generous spirit, on the | 
part of the Government, toward the widow of this | 
distinguished officer; but | wish that it should be | 
done in a way such as we may practice hereafter | 
in similar cases, and not leave it uncertain, merely | 
to he settled by the degree of feeling. I think | 
that the half-pay of a colonel is all that should be 
granted in this case, 
Mr. BORLAND. I will state to the gentleman | 
from Alabama, that General Worth was not acting | 
in thecapacity of a brigadier-general because there 
was no older officer of that grade to take the rank, 


' 


assignment of the President of the United States. 
True, he was in the line only a colonel—a colonel 
of infantry; bat he had for years been acting as a 
brigadier-general under the assignment of the Presi- 
dent, and not by seniority only. He went into 
Texas to take the command there, not by senior- 
ity, but by the assignment of the President, which 


| 
bat had for years been a brigadier-general by the Mr. BUTLER. 


brigadier-general. Therefore, the committee have 
fixed upon this rate, in view of the rank he held, 
not merely by brevet, but b 
the President, and in which he was known to the 
country, and as which he had long done duty. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. The Senator from | 


Arkansas has certainly not done more than justice 
to-the merits of the deceased soldier. 1 think, in- | 
deed, that he has fallen short of it. His glories are | 
not half told in the narration of all his services 
connected with the Mexican war. Holding a less 
rank, he was equally distinguished during the war 
of 1812. Conspicuous for his gallantry at Luhdy’s 
Lane, he there received a wound, from which he 
never recovered, but which continued seriously to 
affect him throughout the whole course of his life. 
There is, probably, no one here, whose sympathy 
is as much excited by this case as my own; yet | 
agree with the Senator from Alabama, [Mr. Kine,] 
that this should not be made a mere question of 
feeling. | agree, that however meritorious and 
gallant may be the officer, and however his claim 
may be presented to the Senate, there are higher 
considerations than those of mere feeling. 1 think 
they exist in this case. The rule of this Govern- 


meat, in relation to the army, is to pay them the | 


the assignment of | 


which this officer met death by disease, in advanc- 
ing on San Antonio, [ think he might with justice 
have said his constitation was shattered in Mex- 
jeo, and that he brought from that contest the 
seeds of disease which rendered him peculiarly 
liable to the epidemic of which he died. Officers 
who have not encountered that epidemic, are now 
suffering on sick leaves throughout the country, 
The distinction 


is, to say the least of it, a very subtle one, which 


should not as well give to this lady the half-pay 1 gives the benefit of the law to one who died in 
| 


Mexico, of disease contracted in the line of his 
|| duty, but withholds it if he lived long enough to 
| return home. I would go further, and say, that 

while we pursue this low rate of compensation, 
| and obtain a capacity which would secure double 
| the amouut in other walks of life, that we should 
make provisions that would render them satisfied 

with this compensation; and one of them would be 
to provide for their families after death. 
This officer would have been entitled to a pen- 
sion any day that he might have left the army, for 
the wounds he received in battle, and we but ex- 
tend to the widow, left destitute by the sudden 
death which cut him off while engaged in the ser- 
| vice of his country, the pension which the officer 
| might have secured for himself, and, free from 
| that danger, have lived long to enjoy. I vote itto 
| his window, on strict principles of justice. I ask 
| nothing from feeling, however high the claim to it 

might be,and I think that strict justice requires that 

we should place the widow on the pension list, at 
| least at the highest rate known to our existing 
| laws. 

Mr. KING. That would be the half-pay of a 
lieutenant-colonel ? 

Mr. DAVIS. Well? 

I hope the bill will pass with- 
out-amendment. We are very much in the habit 
of erecting marble monuments by way of testify- 
ing our gratitude and regard for the meritorious 
and gallant dead; but I prefer living monuments 
of our gratitude. It is in that point of view that 
I would provide for the widow of the gallant sol- 


; p '| dier, who rendered public services to his country, 
was to all intents and purposes an appointment as | 


and who, if he lived now, would be entitled to the 
amount provided for. 
|| Mr. SHIELDS. Lceoncur, sir, in the remarks 
of my friend from South Carolina [Mr. Butter] 
on this subject. I do not like to remain silent 
|| when a question of this kind comes before the 
Senate, for I was well acquainted with General 
| Worth in his lifetime. It is not necessary for me 
to say that a more gallant, a more brilliant, a more 
talented officer, has never commanded in the Amer- 
| ican army, since its first organization; and I say to 
my friend from Alabama, [Mr. Kine,] who I know 
| would do nothing that even appeared to be un- 
| generous to General Worth, that throughout the 
| whole of the Mexican war, he cominanded, not as 
| a colonel, but as a brigadier-general, by assignment 
i| of the Government. It is true, sir, that it was not 
| his rank in the line, and it is true also, as the Sen- 
| ator from Mississippi [Mr. Davis] said, that no 
| man can get a higher pension under the existing 
| law than that of a lieutenant-colonel, and | think 
| the system is exceedingly wrong ; but General 
| 





Worth, throughout the whole of the Mexican war, 
commanded as a brigadier-general. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 
as & majer-general. 

Mr. SHIELDS Yes; part of the time as a 


Part of the time 





aunaliest compensation for which such services can 
bk obtained; and it is the certainty of pry, and the 


prospect of promotion only, which holds men of || 


tyue abilities now in the army; ond without that 
inducement, they certainly would not remain there. 
That compensation, however, endures only so 
long as the officer may live, unless under an espe- 
cial act of Congrese it is extended for the benefit 
of his family; and its rate is so low as to forbid the 
Aur position of provision having beer made for the 
‘future support of those who depended upon him. 
The question we now have to decide is, whether 
such extension shall be made to this case or not? 
Had this officer fallen, while on duty, in the war 
‘with Mexico, then his widow would have been 
placed on the pension tist by the existing law. 

Mr. KING = To what extent? 

Mr. DAVIS. The highest rate of pension is 
the haif-pay of a lieutenant-colonel, and her name 
would have been placed on the list at the highest 
rate the law admits. Though the Senator from 
Arkansus justly alluded to the soldierly manner in 


|| major-general, and this by the special assigninent 
| of his Government; and if there is any pension 
|| due to his widow, it is not according to his mere 
i lineal rank, but according to that which he actually 
| held and occupied. I should be very sorry, there- 
| fore, to see any movement made here to lower the 
|| pension under fifty dollars. 
'| Lagree with the Senator from South Carolina, 
|, that while we give marble testimonials of our re- 
|| gard for the brave men who have fallen in battle, 
‘| this is a more substantial testimonial to the hero 
|' who has fallen, though not in battle, yet, as was 
|| said by the Senator from Mississippi, under the 
|| effect of a disease which he contracted in the ser- 
|| vice of his country. 
|| Mr. KING. There is no man in this nation 
|| less disposed to detract from the merits of General 
|| Worth, than myself. I had the pleasure of know- 
|| ing him from a much earlier period than the Sena- 
tor from Ifinois, [Mr. Surervs.] 1 knew him, 
| sir, in the war with Great Britain, in 1812—I knew 
i him well, and in every station in which he has 
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been placed, he discharged his duty galla 
fully, and in such a nen as ef emit reg 
self before the whole American people. It is = . 
because I underrate the services of General W orth < 
certainly not; but gentlemen speak in this matter 
as if a pension was to be given to General Worth 
which is usual and ordinary, and not to be taken 
out of the ordinary rule because of his distinguished 
services, and because he occupied a articular 
grade inthe army. This is not so. tf Genera 
Wor'h had fallen in any of the battles in which he 
fought in Mexico, where he covered himself with 
glory, what would have been the condition of his 
widow? According to the existing laws, she 
would be entitled to a pension of the half-pay of, 
lieutenant-colonel, and nothing beyond it. Now 
I am prepared, in this particular case, although jt 
does not come strictly within the provisions of the 
law—for General Worth has not fallen in battle—to 
waive any objections which exist on the subject 
and place Mrs. Worth on the pension list at , 
higher rate than, with one exception, any widow 
of any officer of any grade ever before received 
and that alone by a special act of Congress; and 
that one was the widow of an officer of the nayal 
service. Is thatanything ungenerous? This widow 
will geta higher pay than the widow of any other 
officer, provided we give her the half-pay of a {ul 
colonel, which was the rank of General Worth. 
Is that any thing illiberal, to astonish gentlemen, 
or to show that we are not disposed to zive some- 
thing substantial to the widow of this gallant 
officer? Certainly not. 

I repeat again, sir, that, having known that offi- 
cer long and well, and appreciated him as highly 
as the Senator from Illinois possibly can, it is with 
great reluctance that I present myself in opposi- 
tion to any manifestation of the respect and regard 
which the Senate of the United States is disposed 
to show to his memory, by placing his widow on 
the pension list at the highest possible rate. But 
the highest rate under the law would have been 
that of a lieutenant-colonel, and I am prepared to 
take it out of the order, and give her the pay he 
would have been entitled to receive, provided his 
life had been spared. 

Mr. BORLAND. If the general law had pro- 
vided for the case, no difficulty would have existed. 
It is because the general law does not provide for 
it, that this bill is introduced. 

Mr. DICKINSON. Representing in part the 
State from which this lamented officer came, I rise 
to second the wish that the bill may pass, lest my 
silence under the circumstances should be re- 
garded as indifference, and to signify my high 
appreciation of the testimony which has been 
borne in favor of the memory of this brave officer 
by Senators who have preceded me, and espe- 
cially by his noble companion in arms. There is 
lite danger that the passage of this bill will be 
drawn in precedent for some improper occasion. 
Wars, it is to be hoped, will not be frequent; and 
such gallant and generous spirits as those of the 
departed Worth, will be ** few, and far between.” 

he amendment to fill the blank with $5: per 
month, was then agreed to, the bill was reported 
to the Senate, the amendment agreed to in Con- 
mittee of the Whole was concurred in, the bill was 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, and 
was subsequently read a third time and passed. 
BILL ON LEAVE. 

Mr. MORTON, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill granting, 00 
certain conditions, the alternate sections of the 
public lands along the route of a railroad from 
Pensacola, in the State of Florida, to Montgom- 
ery, in the State of Alabama, and for other pur- 

ses; which was read a first and second time by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

RESOLUTIONS. ; ; 

Mr. CASS submitted the following resolution, 
which lies over: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Buildings be in- 
structed to inquire into the ery. of making some fur- 
ther and adequate arrangement for the accommodation of 
the official reporters of the Senate. 


The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
Mason, on the 16th of January last, was taken up 
and referred to the Committee of Claims: 


Reso That the Secretary pay out of the contingent 
fond won Senate to William Collins, late First Auae, 
and Peter G. Washi late Sixth Auditor, the am 
seven hundred and fifty each, for services render 


in examining and stating the accounts in the case of Jen- 
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ings, Roddy, and Garter, in accordance with a resolution 
Binne Senate of the 1th of August, 1848, reported by them 
to the Senate on the 12th of February, 1°49. 

And that he also pay to William 6. Bagnall, the eum of 
one hundred dollars; to —— Pritchard the sum of forty 
dollars; and to Moses M. Myers the sum of twenty dollars, 
for serviees red by them in examining and stating ac- 
counts from the banks at Norfolk, Richmond and Peters- 
burg, respectiveyy, pertaiuing to said claim, and at the re- 


UNITED STATES AGENT IN HUNGARY. 

Mr. BELL. | desire to call the attention of the 
Senate to a resolution offered by the Senator from 
Illinois (Mr. Douctas} some time ago, calling on 
the Secretary of State to inform us whether there 
had been any agent sent from this Government to 
Hungary. [| move the consideration of thatseso- 
jution, and I would merely state, that | do so upon 
having my attention called to some paragraphs in 
a speech delivered in the other house, in which 
some representations were made of the action of 
this Government very different from what I sup- 
posed to have been the course pursued. 1 trust 
the Senate, therefore, will see the propriety, in 
view of such a statement going abroad, of calling 
for the production of the correspondence in the 
matter. I do not know what the fact really is, or 
what is the character of the correspondence, or the 
particular nature of the interference of our Gov- 
ernment. I have only understood, in general 
terms, on making inquiries at the proper source, 
that it is very different from the newspaper repre- 
sentations of the day, and particularly that in the 
apparently carefully-prepared speech to which I 
have referred. 

The resolution was taken up and adopted, as 
follows: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate to the Senate a copy of the in- 
structions given to the agent of the United States, who was 
employed to visit Hungary during the recent war between 
that country and Austria, and of the correspondence by 
and with such agent, so far as the publication of the same 
may be consistent with the public interest. 

REMOVALS FROM OFFICE. 

The hour for taking up the special order of the 
day having arrived, 

Mr. Smitru and Mr. Foote rose simultaneously. 

Mr. FOOTE. Will the Senator from Connecti- 
cut yield the floor for one moment? 

r. SMITH. I will for a moment. 

Mr. FOOTE, I beg leave to suggest that the 
Senator from Connecticut very courteously pro- 
posed yesterday to yield the floor for to-day, pro- 
vided he could have an opportunity to occupy the 
attention of the Senate to-morrow, and the subject 
on which he was speaking could be made the or- 
der of the day for to-morrow at half-past 12 o’clock. 
I hope, by general consent, that arrangement may 
now be adopted. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will 
state the order of business. The first order of 
business is the unfinished business of yesterday, 
which is the resolution of the Senator from 
Maine, and on this question the Senator from Con- 
necticut is entitled to the floor. . 

Mr. FOOTE. I move that that subject be 
postponed, and made the order of the day for to- 
morrow at 12 o’clock. 

Mr. SEWARD. With the leave of the Sena- 
tor from Connecticut, I desire to say that I cannot 
vote for this motion, because I do not like the pre- 
cedent. I think it is due to the Senator from Con- 
necticut to extend to him the same courtesy which 
has been extended to other Senators, whose re- 
marks have been interrupted by the hour of ad- 

journment. I think that courtesy to the Senator, 
as wellas the importance of the subject, demand 
that attention should be* given to its present con- 
sideration. 

Mr. FOOTE. Iam incapable of discourtesy to 
the honorable Senator from Connecticut. I very 
explicitly stated, that the motion I was about to 
offer was one on which I had the consent of the 
honordble Senator from Connecticut himself. {f 
the honorable Senator from New York had paid 
attention to the progress of the matter, he would 
have known that Senators were courteous enough 
not to require to be corrected by the castigatory 
lash of his rhetoric. As I said before, | made the 
motion with the consent of the honorable Senator 
from Connecticut; and how it is that the honora- 
ble Senator from New York thinks that discour- 
tesy has been shown to the Senator from Connec- 
ucut, and feels it his duty to get up and shield him 
from our barbarous discourtesy, | cannot say. I 
am certain that the honorable Senator from Con- 


'| | had a sort o 
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necticut, from the prowess and intellectual vigor || involved in this motion, cannot reserve them- 
ma yesterday, is at least as able to defend || selves for the report of this committee—which, 


himself from our assaults as the honorable Senator 
from New York is to afford him the gracious 
shelter of his protection. 


| such course as will be most acceptable to the Sena- 

| tor from Connecticut. 
from Mississippi to say, that he has the consent of 
the Senator from Connecticut in making this mo- 
tion. If it is the desire of the Senator from Con- 
necticut that the question should be postponed till 
to-morrow, | shall vote for it; butif he would pre- 
fer to have it go over to next week, I shall be will- 
ing to adopt that course. 

Mr. SMITH. | have yielded to the earnest 
| Solicitations—I will not say importunities—of Sen- 
ators, to allow the question to be postponed, as well 
as in consideration of the somewhat tedious details 
into which I am constrained to enter in connection 
with this subject. I am prepared to proceed with 
my remarks at this time, and would prefer to do 
so, but | know that my honorable friend from New 
| Jersey is very desirous to have the flour to-day, 
| and the Senator from Mississippi has also some 
views, which he wishes to present, in relation to 
| some motion that he has submitted to the Senate 
for raising a committee. I said to the Senator from 
| Mississippi, that if the Senate would give me the 
floor to-morrow I would waive my claim for to- 
day, but with the understanding that my right to 
the floor is not to be superseded by any business 
which may be beforé us at the hour of adjournment. 
| 





The question being taken on postponing the 
consideration of theresolution of the Senator from 
Maine till to-morrow at 12 o’clock, and a division 
being called for, there were ayes 22, noes 12. 

So the motion was agreed to. 


SELECT COMMITTEE ON COMPROMISE. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The next busi- 
ness is the consideration of the resolutions of the 
Senator from Tennessee, which the Senator from 

| Mississippi has moved to refer to a select commit- 
tee of thirteen, and on this question the Senator 
from New Jersey is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. DAYTON addressed the Senate nearly two 
hours and a half, [of which a report will appear 
in the Appendix. 

Mr. BALDWIN. I moved that the further 
consideration of this subject be postponed until 
Wednesday next; for if | understand aright, by 

eneral consent the session of to-morrow is to be 

evoted to the speech of my colleague, [Mr. 
pee on Monday the Senator from Virginia 
(Mr. Hunter] is entitled to the floor on the Pres- 
ident’s message, in regard to California; and on 
Tuesday the Senator from Ohio [Mr. Cnase] has 
the floor on the other special order. I suppose, 
therefore, that Wednesday will be the earliest op- 
portunity I can have of expressing myself upon 
the general topics presented by these resolutions. 

Mr. FOOTE. Ido not rise to appeal to the 
Senator from Connecticut—for I know that ap- 
peals from this source to him are of no avail on 
any subject—but to suggest to those who have in- 
fluence with him, whether it is expedient or proper, 
under the circumstances of the case, that this mo- 
tion of mine should be postponed as he proposes. 
There are other questions pending, which the Sen- 
ator, and others disposed to continue this debate, 
can discuss, while this motion of mine is being 
carried out. The committee which | propose, could 
be raised, and proceed with the performance of 
their daty, while this discussion could proceed on 
some other of the various resolutions on the same 
subject that have been submitted to this body. 1 
will not urge the matter, but [ had hoped that we 
should this day have raised this*committee of thit- 
teen. I do believe the country desires immediate 
| action on this subject, and I had hoped no obsta- 
| ele would have been interposed from any quarter, 
| to taking the vote and raising the committee to-day, 
| or, at least, that action upon the subject would not 
_ have been pe ore to a later period than Monday. 

informal understanding with sev- 
| eral gentlemen some time ago, that if | would not 
| press the matter, the vote should be taken on that 
|day. I have certainly no wish to interrupt the 
eurrent of debate, and lam very willing to hear 
any and every gentleman; but it seems to me this 
| committee should be raised at once. “ae 

A single remark, and I have done. Why it is 

| that Senators who wish to discuss the questions 





1 understand the Senator } 










| if appointed to-day, would probably come in on 


| Monday or Tuesday—when they would have the 


| Opportunity of discussing some specific and defi- 
Mr. BRADBURY. | desire the Senate to adopt 


nite plan, and of speaking more profitably to the 


| country and to themselves, | do not understand. 





I say, again, I have no hope of succeeding with 
the Senator, and I trust that some gentleman on 
the other side will prevail on him to withdraw his 
motion for so long a postponement. If he does 
not, I do trust that Senators who concur in opin- 
ion with me, as to the necessity of immediate ac- 
tion on this subject, will vote in opposition to his 
motion, and thereby allow this committee of thir- 
teen to be appointed at the present time. 

Mr. BALDWIN. If it is not the design of 
Senators to afford me an opportunity of delivering 
my sentiments on the general question, on the 
amendment which I myself offered to the proposi- 
tion of the Senator from Mississippi, by postpon- 


| ing it to some future day, 1 shall of course be 


obliged to proceed on the present occasion, and 
discuss, as it is my intention to discuss before the 
question is taken on this propostion, the policy 
which has been indicated by the proposal to se- 
lect a committee of thirteen, from the North and 
the South, to settle this question, upon which it is 
said that the country is divided as a sectional 
question, but which I, for one, standing here as 
an American Senator, am unwilling to admit. 1 
claim, sir, that these questions are to be decided 
as they present themselves, irrespective of an 
other feeling applicable to any of these proposi- 
tions, upon their own intrinsic merits. | am ut- 
terly Opposed to the system of bringing together 
propositions, having no relation to each other, 
standing on considerations entirely independent 
of eaeh other, and insisting that they shall all be 
referred together to a committee composed of 
members from different sections, and settled upon 
the principle of a mutual concession. Sir, that 
is the principle of the proposition pending before 
the Senate. 

Mr. FOOTE. Will the Senator bear with me 
fora few moments? I wish to hear him speak, 
and if the Senator will proceed with his remarks 
at the present time, I think all will listen to him 
with a great deal of pleasure. 

Several Senators, Let us adjourn. 

Mr. BALDWIN. 1 am ready to proceed now, 
but if it is the desire of Senators I should not, [ 
will move that the further consideration of the 
subject be postponed until Wednesday next. 

Mr. FOOTE. It has been intrmated to me by 
gentlemen, who concur with me in the propriety of 
my motion, that after the suggestion of the Sena- 
tor from Connecticut that he wishes to speak on 
this proposition because he offered an amendment 
to it, Lam bound to yield to that suggestion. In 
doing so, however, I appeal to the Senators on the 
other side of the chamber, that after the Senator 
from Connecticut shall have spoken next Wednes- 
day, they shall permit the vote to be taken on this 
motion. Or if gentlemen can state some earlier 
day on which they think they can agree with me 
in having the vote taken, I assure them | will 
throw no obstacle in the way. I will go with the 
Senator from Connecticut in the postponement of 
the question until Wednesday next, in order to 
give him an opportunity af being heard, with the 
understanding, I trust, that the vote shall be taken 
on that day, after the speech of the Senator. 

Mr. BALDWIN. e only understanding I 
can have with the gentleman is, that it is my de- 
sire to address the Senate before this vote shall be 
taken. If others wish to .ddress the Senate on 
the same question,after I have concluded the ob- 
servations | intend to offer, certainly by no motion 
of mine, nor by any consent of mine, will I enter 
into any arrangement to deprive them of an eppur- 
tunity to do so. 

The motion to postpone the further considera- 
tion of the subject until Wednesday next was then 
agreed to, 

And the Senate adjourned. 

napiandntpencsennptagtspeitillis 
IN SENATE. 
Saturpar, March 23, 1850. 
The Journal having been read, 


ORDER OF THE DAY. 


The VICE PRESIDENT stated that the Sen- 
ate bad made the resolution of the Senator from 
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Thursdey last, the special order for this day, at | 
twelve o'clock. The rule directed the reception of | 
petitions, reports of committees, &c., before the 
special orders should be taken up. Unless this 
usuoel order of business was waived by unanimous 
consent, the Chair would proceed with the call for | 
petitions. | 

Mr. HUNTER suggested that the special or- | 
der be taken up by unanimous consent. 
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. . 1} ° 
Maine, {Mr. Brapsuny,] under discussion on | to the amendment reported from the Committee of || Rumsey, Sackett, Sa 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and then on || Sthooleraft, Sedden, Shepperd, Spakting, Sprague 


ordering the bill to be engrossed for a third read- || 


| ing) was ordered to be now taken. 


Mr. YULEE said that he was under the im- || 


pression that there was no quorum present, and | 
therefore it was not possible for the Senate to pro- | 


ceed to business. 1 


Mr. SMITH was of oninion that the resolution 
of the honorable senator from Maine was made the 
order of the day at half-past twelve o’clock, and 
not at twelve o’clock. 

Several Senators. It was at twelve o’clock. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Chair under- 
steod that the resolution was made the order of 
the day at twelve o’clock. 

Mr. SMITH preferred to proceed with his re- 
marks, if there be no objection, as it had beena 
somewhat embarrassing subject. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Florida [Mr. Yuree] has raised an objection. 

Mr. YULEE withdrawing his objection. 

The Senate accordingly proceeded to the consid- 
eration of the following resolution, submitted by | 
Mr. Brappurr: || 

Resolved, That the President be requested to cause to be 
Jaid before the Senate, all charges which have been pre- 
ferred or filed in any of the departments against individuals | 


who have been removed from office since the fourth day of 
Mareh last, with a specification of the cases, if any, in 


wiich the officers chargea have had opportunity to b@ heard, |, 


and a statement of the number of removals made under 
each deparivent, including subordinates in the custom- | 
houses and Other branches of the public service. 


Mr. SMITH resumed and concluded his re- | 
marks, in reply to Mr. Brappury’s speech in | 
support of the resolution. [His remarks will be 

| 


found in the Appendix.] 

Mr. S. having concluded his remarks, 

Mr. BRADBURY and Mr. SEWARD arose | 
simultaneously. I} 

The CHAIR recognized the former. 

Mr. B. asked if it was che desire of the Senator | 
from New York, [Mr. Sewarp,] or any other 
gentleman, to address the Senate on the resolu- 
tion? 

Mr. SEWARD said he had risen to ask a post- 
ponement, for the benefit of the Senator from Ten. 
nessee, [Mr. ate 

Mr. BRADBURY, with that view, moved that 
the further consideration of the subject be post- 
poned until Thursday next,and that it be ada the 
special order for one o’clock; which was agreed to. 

Mr. B. suggested to the Senator from Con- 
necticut, [Mr. Smira,] that when he came to 
publish his revised speech, he would, when quo- 
tung from the previous remarks made by him, 
(Mr. B.,) be particular to give his sentiments as 
uttered, 

Mr. SMITH said it was quite possible that he 
might unintentionally have misquoted the Sena- 
tor’s language, and if so, the correction should be || 
maide, 

On motion, the Senate then adjourned. 


Mownpay, March 25, 1850. 
The Journal of Friday was read and approved. 


THE DEFICIENCY BILL. 

Mr. BAYLY rose, and said was very im- 
portant that the deficiency bill should be disposed 
of. He asked the House, therefore, by unani- 
mous consent, to take it up. 

Objection was made, 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the rules of the House | 
be suspended for the purpose he had indicated, | 

The question on that motion was taken, and | 
decided in the affirmative. 

So the rules were suspended. 

The House, thereupon, resumed the considera- 
tion of the Uill to supply deficiencies in the appro- 
priations for the service of the fiscal year ending 
the 30th of June, 1850. 

The pending question was on seconding the | 
demand for the previous question. 

And the question having Leen taken, there was | 
a second. 

And the main question (being first on agreeing | 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. | 


} 

| 

Ij 
1} 
| 
| 
i} 


‘The SPEAKER said that the Clerk would || 
report all the amendments, and that upon an inti- | 
mation by any gentleman, that a separate vote | 
was desired on any one of them, that amendment 
would be excepted. 

The amendments were then read, and those on 
which a separate vote had not been demanded, 
were concurred in. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR. 


Mr. JONES and Mr. HALL demanded a sep- || 


| arate vote, and the yeus and nays on concurring | 


in the following amendment: | 

“ For salaries of chief c’erk and other clerks in the office || 
of the Seeretary of the Interior, from the 9th of March, || 
1549, to the 3Uth of June, 1850, the sum of $14,558 32: || 


|| fication of the law of Marel 3d, 1849.” 


| James G. King, John A. King, Horace Maun, McGaugiey, 


| Underhill, Van Dyke, Viutou, Watkins, Williams, Win- 


| Andrew Johnson, Robert W. Jonuson, Jones, Kautman, 


| Breck, Briggs, Brooks, i 
| Thomas B. Butler, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Casey, | 
| Chandler, Clark, Cole, Conger, Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, | 


| Disney, Doty, Dunham, Featherston, Fiteh, Fuller Giting 


| son, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Julian, Kaufin 
| King, La Sére, Lefiler, Littlefield, Job Mann, © 


March 25, 


wage, Schenck, Schermerhorn 
’ 


» Stanly, 
cus Bte- 
Underhiit, 
1aius, and 


Fred. rick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, T; 
vens, Taylor, Joon B. ‘Thompson, Thurman, U 
Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, Wellvorn, Will 
wees 14. 
3—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Bay, Bing! i 
Booth, Bowdon,Bowlin, Albert G. Brown Witten same 
Buel, Cartter, Cleveland, W. R.W. Cobb, Coleoek, Dimmick 
’ 
Gorman, Green, Hamilton, Harlan, Sampso tg 
Thomas L. Harri, Hibbard, Hoagland, fnge, aoe 


@N, Preston 


las 
Ciecnand, McDonald, Mc Dowel, R. M. McLane, Mem > 
’ 


Miller, Morti , Morse, Olds, Orr, Peaslee, Potter, Ri, 
| Ross, Sawtelle, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, Thomas stone 
Thomp-on, William Thompson, Venable, Walden, Waldo. 
| Wallace, Wentworth, Wood, Woodward, and Youug—72' 


So the amendment was concurred in. 
SEMINOLE INDIANS. 
Mr. BAYLY asked for a separate vote on the 


Provided, That thereaiter the clerks shall be wansterred |! following amendment, viz: To strike from the ap- 


from the other departments in proportion to the busiuess 
transferred, to the Departinent of the Interior, or from the 
bureaus of other departineuts, and nothing herein contained 
shall be construed to authorize any increase of clerical 
force in the several departinents, in Cousequence of the 
creation of the Department of the Interior, above te speci- 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, and Mr. WENT- 
WORTH called for the reading of the amend- 
ment, and it was read. 1} 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, stated that, 


having paired ott with Mr. Wutre on the un- || 
_ derstanding that he (Mr. T.) should not vote unul | 


the return of that genueman, he should decline 
to vole. , 

The question on concurring in the said amend- | 
ment was then taken, and decided in the aflirma- 
tive—yeas 93, nays 53, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs Alexander, Alston, Anderson, Ashmun, 
Benneu, Booth, Boyd, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Burrows, | 
Chester Butler, Thomas B. Buuler, Josep P. Caldwell, | 
Calvin, Casey, Chandier, Ciarke, Clioginan, Cole, Conger, 
Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, Dickey, Duly, Duer, Duncan, 
Duikee, Fowler, Freediey, Genuy, Giddings, Goodenow, 
Gou, Gould, Grinnell, Hailoway, Hampton, Haymond, 
Henry, Hilliard, Howe, Hanter, William ‘l Jackson, Janes 
L. Jounson, Juan, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. King, 


McKissoeck, Finis E. McLean, McMullen, Meaciium, Moore, 
Moreiiead, Morton, Neison, Nes, Ozle, Orr, Ous, Owen, 
Phenix, Pitman, Pumam, Reed, Kockweil, Root, Rose, 
Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Sehermerhern, Schovicrait, 
Shepperd, Silvester, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Sutu- 
ton, Taaddeus Stevens. Strong, Taylor, Juhu B. ‘Thompson, 


tirop—v9s. 

NAYS—Messrs, Albertson, Ashe, Bay, Bayly, Beale, | 
Bingham, Bi-sell, Bocock, Bowdon, Bowlin, Albert G, || 
Brown, William J. Brown, Buel, Burt, Cartier, Cleveland, 
W.R. W. Cobb Dimmick, Disney, Dunham, Featherston, | 


| Fiteh, Fuller, Gilmore, Gorman, Green, Uall, Hamuiiton, | ns 
Winthrop—75. 


Haralson, Harlan, Thomas L. Harris, Hibbad, Ho.ghind, 
Holliday, Howard, Hubbard, Luge, James T. Jacksun, 


Preston King, La Sére, Leffler, Littefieid, Job Mann, | 
Mason, McCiernand, MeDouald, McDowell, Robert M. || 
McLane, McQueen, Miller, Millson, Morris, Morse, Olds, 
Parker, Peasiee, Peck, Phelps, Potter, Powell, Robinson, 
Ross, Savage, Sawielle, Seddon, Stetson, Sweetser, 
‘Thonas, James ‘Thompson, Wiliam ‘Thompson, Toombs, 
Venable, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, Weilvorm, Wentworta, 
Wood, Woodward, Young—83. } 
So the amendment was concurred in. | 
Mr. HARRIS, of Tennesvee, accidentally out 1 
of his seat, when his name was called, asked the 
unanimous consent of the House, to record his | 
vote. 
Objection was made. | 
PRUSSIA AND AUSTRIA. 
Mr. McCLERNAND demanded a separate | 
vote, and the yexs and nays on concurring in the | 
| 
! 
| 


following amendment: 

“ For outfit of the minister to Prussia, $9,000 For outfit 
of chargé daffaires to Austria, $4,000.”’ 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

And the questron, ‘* Will the House concur in 
the said amendment?’ was taken and decided in | 
the affirmative—yeas 114, nays 72, as follows: | 

YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Alston, Anderson, An- | 
drews, Ashmun, Averett, Bayly, Bennett, Bocock, Boyd, | 
urrows, Burt, Chester Buiter, | 


Dickey, Duer, Duncan, Durkee, Alexander Evans, Fowler, 
Freediey, Gentry, Giddings, Guodenow, Gou, Gould, Grin- 
nell, Hall, Halloway, Hampton, Haralson, Istiam G. Harris, 
Haymond, Heury, Hilliard, Holliday, Howard, Howe, Hub- 
bard, Hunter, James W. Jackson, William T. Jackson, | 
James LL. Johnson, Kerr, Dauiel P. King, George G. King, | 
James G. King, Juba A. King, Horace Mann, Marshail, 
Matteson, McGaughey, MecKissock, Finis E. McLean, 
McQueen, Meacham, Mitlson, Moore, Morehead, Morton, | 
Nelson, Nes, Ogle, Otis, Owen, Parker, Peck, Phelps, Phe- | 
nix, Pitman, Powell, Putnam, k 


| William J. Brown, Buel, 


eed, Rockwell, Root, Rose, {| 


| propriation providing for the removal and subsist. 
_ence of the Seminole Indians, now in Florida 
| west of the Mississippi, the sum of $400,000, and 
| to insert $200,000. 


Mr. CARTTER asked the yeas and nays; which 


' were ordered. 


And the question was then taken, and decided 
in the affirmative—yeas 109, nays 75, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Allen, Anderson, Ashe, Bay 
Bennett, Bingham, Bissell, Bocock, Booth, Bowlin, Boyd’ 
Burrows, Chester Butler, Cartier, 

Clark, Cleveland, Williameon R. W. Cobb, Conger, Ciowel, 
Dickey, Dimmick, Disney, Doty, Dunham, Durkee, Ed. 
mundson, Alexander Evans, Featherston, Fiteh. Fowler 
Freedley. Fuller, Giddings, Gilmore, Goodenow, Gorman. 
Gott, Gould, Hall, Hatloway, Hamilton, Harlan, Isham « 
Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Hartis, Henry 
Hoagland, Howard, Howe, Hubbard, Hunter, Andrew John: 
son, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Julian, Kaufman, D iniel 
P. King, Preston King, Letier, Littlefield, Horace Mana, 
Job Mana, Matteson, McCternand, McDonald, McDowell, 
McKissock, McLanahan, Robert M. McLane, Finis £. 
McLean, Meacham, Miller, Moore, Morris, Morse, Ogle, 
Olds, Otis, Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, Potter, Powell, Putnam, 


|| Robinson, Rockwell, Root, Ross, Sackett, Savage, Saw- 


telle, Schenck, Sprague, Thaddeus Stevens, Strong, sweet- 
ser, Thomas, James Thompson, Willian Thompson, Ven- 
able, Walden, Waldo, Wallace, Wentworth, Wood, Wood- 


| ward, and Young—109, 


NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Alston, Andrews, Aslimun, 


| Averett, Bayly, Beale, Bowdon, Breck, Briggs, Albert G. 


Brown, Burt, Thomas B. Butler, Josep P. Caldwell, Cal- 


|, vin, Casey, Chandler, Clingman, Colcock, Cole, Corwin, 


Deberry, Duer, Duncan, Gentry, Green, Grinnell, Hamp- 


| ton, Haralson, Haymond, Hibbard, Hilliard, Holliday, Inge, 


James W. Ja kson, Win. T. Jackson, James L. Johnson, 
Kerr, George G. King, James G. King, J. A. King, Marsiiall, 


| MeGaughey, McQueen, Millson, Morehead, Morton, Nelson, 
| Nes, Orr, Owen, Parker, Phoenix, Pitman, Reed, Rose, 


Rumsey, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Seddon, Silvester, 


|| @palding, a Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. stan- 
i 


ton, Alexander H. Stephens, Taylor, ‘Toombs, Underhill, 
Van Dyke, Vinton, Watkins, Wellvorn, Williams, and 


So the amendment was agreed to. 


The amendments having been now disposed of— 

The question recurred on ordering the bill toa 
third reading; and the question having been taken, 
and decided in the affirmative, the bill was ordered 
to a third reading at this time, 

Mr. .BAYLY moved a reconsideration of that 
vote, and that that motion be laid upon the table. 

It was so ordered. 

The bill was then read a third time by its title, 


| and the question being ‘* Shall this bill pass ?””— 


Mr. BAYLY demanded the previous question. 


| There was a second, and the main question was 
|| ordered to be now taken. 


| Mr. HARRAS, of Illinois, asked the yeas and 
| Nays on the main question. 
| ‘The SPEAKER having counted, said there was 
_ not a sufficient number in favor thereof. 

Mr. HARRIS called for tellers on the yeas and 


|| nays, (and Messrs. Carvin and McQueen were 


And the question having been again taken, the 

| yeas and nays were ordered. ' 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, asked if the 
bill and amendments had been engrossed. « 
| The SPEAKER answered in the affirmative. 
| A brief conversation followed. 
| Mr. JONES inquired whether it was in order to 
| call for the reading of the bill as engrossed. 
| The SPEAKER said the bill had been already 
} 


| Mr. JONES said, only by the title, not through. 
| The SPEAKER was understood to say, that 
| the reading of the bill by the tide the third ume, 
was such a reading as was contemplated by the 
| rulesof the House. . 

The question, “Shall this bill pass ?’’ was then 


| 
| 
| appointed .) 
| 
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taken, and decided in the affirmative—yeas 140, 
nays 44, as follows: 


"BAS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Alston, Anderson i 
YEe | 
Astiunun, Averett, Bayly, Beale, Bennett, Booth, || 


rews 
“— Breck, Briggs, Burrows, Burt, Chester Buuler, Thomas 
p. butler, E. Carrington Cabell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Caivin, 
Carter, Casey, Chaudier, Clark, Cleveland, Clingman, Col- 
cack, Cale, Conger, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, Deberry, 
Dickey, Dimmick, Doty, Duer, Dunean, Durkee, Feather- 
ston, Fitch, Fowler, Freedley, Puller, Gentry, Gilmore, 
Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Green, Grinnell, Hall, Hatloway, 
Hampton, Haral-on, Harlan, Haymoud, Heury, Hibbard, 
Hilliard, Holliday, Howard, Howe, Hunter, James W. 
Jackson, Win. T, Jackson, James L. Johnston, Julian, Kerr, 
Daniel P. King, George G. King, James G. King, John A. 
King, La Sére, Leffler, Littlefield, Horace Mann, Marshall, 
Mason, Matt son, McDowell, McGaughey, Me Kissock, Finis 
E. McLean, Meacham, Millson, Moore, Morehead, Morris, 


Nelson, Nes, Ogle, Orr, Otis, Owen, Pai ker, Peasice, Peck, | 


Phelps, Puenix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Rockwell, Root, 
Rose, Rumsey, Sackett, Sawtelle, Schenck, Schermertorn, 
Schoolcraft, Seddon, Shepperd, Silvester, Spalding, Sprague, 
Sanly, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Thad- 
deus Stevens, Stetson, Strong, Taylor, James ‘Vhompson, 
John B. Thompson, William ‘Thompson, ‘Toombs, ‘Tuck, 
Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Walden, Waldo, Watkins, 
Wellborn, Williams, Winthrop, and Woodward—140. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Bingham, Bissell, Bo- 
cock, Bowdon, Bowlin, Albert G. Brown, Buel, Williamson 
R. W. Cobb, Disney, Edmundson, Gorman, Hamilton, [sham 
G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thos. L. Harris, Hoagland, 
Hubbard, Inge, Andrew Jolnson, Robert W. Jolson, Jones, 
Kaufman, Preston King, Job Mann, McLanahan, Robert M. 
McLane, MeQueen, Miller, Olds, Potter, Powell, Robinson, 
Ross, Savage, Sweetser, Thomas, Venable, Wallace, Went- 
worth, Wilmot, Wood, and Young—44. 


So the bill was passed. 


Mr. BAYLY moved a reconsideration of the 
vote, and that that motion be laid upon the table. 

The question was taken, and decided in the af- 
firmative, without a division. ‘ 

So the motion to reconsider was laid upon the 
table. 

And the bill stands passed. 


Mr. BAYLY moved that the rules be suspend- 
ed, and that the House resolve itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, pre- 
sented certain depositions which had been trans- 
mitted to him, in relation to the case of contested 
election, from Iowa. . 

The depositions were referred to the Committee 
on Elections. 


CALIFORNIA. 


The House then again resolved itself into Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Born, of Kentucky, in thechair,) and resumed 
the consideration of the special message of the 
President of the United States, transmitting the 
constitution of California, and of the bill hereto- 
fore introduced by Mr. Dory, providing for her 
admission as a State into the Union. 

Mr. THURSTON was entitled to the floor, and 
addressed the committee during the allotted hour, 
in favor of the admission of California as a State 
into the Union with her present constitution and 
houndaries defined therein. [His speech will be 
published in the Appendix.] 

Mr. BRECK nextaddressed the committee, upon 
the slavery question. He argued in favor of the 
settlement of the entire question—in favor of the 
admission of California—and of providing terri- 
torial governments for the other territories, and of 
leaving the question of slavery therein to the Su- 
preme Court, and the people of the territories, 
when they shall have the political right to act. 
[His speech will be published Appendix.] 

Mr. B. having concluded, 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, obtained the floor, 
but yielded to a motion that the committee rise. 

The motion having been agreed to— 

The committee rose and reported progress. 


WIDOW OF THE LATE GENERAL WORTH. 


Mr. FEATHERSTON asked the House, by 
Unanimeus consent, to take up the bill from the 
Senate, granting a pension to the widow of the 
late Major-General Worth. 

Mr. JONES objected. 


Mr. FEATHERSTON moved that the rules of 
the House be suspended, for the purpose of taking 
up said bill. : 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, desired (he 
said) to put a question to the gentleman from 

ississippi, (Mr. Fearnerston,}] which would 
determine his (Mr. T.’s) course. Did the geutle- 
man intend to propose to pass tive bill, or merely 
to move its reference to a committee? 


| 





' 


the rules, and, being taken, the vote stood— | 
_ayes 79, noes 34. 


' 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 








Mr. FEATHERSTON said he.desired that the || 
bill should be put upon its passage. I) 
Mr. THOMPSON said that he should then | 
object. 
Mr. FEATHERSTON said he would state, for 
the satisfaction of the House—— 
The SPEAKER interposed, and said that, on | 
a motion to suspend the rules, no remarks were | 
in order. | 
Mr. FEATHERSTON. I merely desire to || 
state a fact. \) 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman may state it 
by unanimous consent. 
Objection was made. 
A motion was made that the Houseadjourn. | 
But the House refused to adjourn. i! 
The question then recurred on the suspension || 
of the rules. ; | 
- Mr. JONES. I ask the yeas and nays. You | 
} 
| 


tt 
it 
' 


will not give it to the soldiers who died, and I will || 
not give it to the officers. 
The yeas and nays were refused. 
The question recurred on the motion to suspend |, 


No quorum voting— = 
Thereupon, the House adjourned. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 
Mr. WENTWORTH gave notice of his inteation to in- | 
troduce a bill, to grant an additional section of lands in each | 


PETITIONS, &e. 
The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees: 


By Mr. FREEDLEY: The petition of Jesse J. Maris and 
42 others, ciuzens of Delaware county, Peunsylvauia, ask- 
ing for the establish went of au Agricultural bureau. 

By Mr. CONGER: The petiuon of 142 citizens of Brutus, 
Cayuga county, New York, for the repeal of all laws toler- | 
ating slavery in the District of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of 60 citizeus and electors of Scipio, | 
Cayuga county, New York, for the same. 

Also, the petution of 141 citizens of Brutus, Cayuga coun- 
ty, New York, for the establi-iiment and protection of free- | 
dum in the territories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of 80 citizens of Scout, Cortland county, || 
New York, ior the same. 

Also, the petition of 73 citizens of the same place, to se- | 
cure to alleged fugitives, the right of trial by jury. { 

Also, the petition of 148 citizens of Brutus, Cayuga county, 
New York, for the same. 

Also, the petition of 150 citizens of the same place, against 
the admission of more slave States into the Union. 

By Mr. MEACHAM: The petition from J. B. Rockwell || 
and 64 electors of Cornwall, Vermont, and A. Hurd and || 
40 students of Middlebury Coilege, against the admission of || 
slave States. 

Also, the petitions from J. B. Rockwell and 63 electors of | 
Cornwall, Vermout, and A. Hurd and 50 students in Mid- 
dlebury College, for proteciion of freedom in the territories, 

Also, the petitions from 60 electors of Cornwall, Ver- || 
mont, and A. Hurd and 63 students of Middlebury Col- 
lege, and E. D. Culver and 5v electors in the State of New , 
York, for the repeal of laws supporting slavery in the Dis- 
uict of Columbia. 

Also, the petition from 50 electors of Cornwall, Ver- 
mont, and 87 students of Middlebury College, and from 
5U electors of the State of New York, tor securing fugitive 
slaves the right of trial by jury. 

By Mr. FITCH: The petition of T. P. Whitehead and 36 
Other citizens of La Porte county, Indiana, asking a reduc- 
tion of postage to two cents per half ounce on prepaid mat- 
ter. 

Also, the petition of Evan: and Meeks, of Chicago, Il- 
linois, praying that exchange scientific pamphiets and pa- 
pers be transmitted by mail free of postage, as in the case of | 
exchange newspapers. —. 

By Mr. MOORE: A memorial from the Board of Trade of || 
Phila telphia, asking a reduction of the present rates of 


rstlage. 

By Mr. LITTLEFIELD: The petition of Samuel Cordia, 
and others, tor securing the right of trial by jury to alleged | 
fugitives. 

Also, the petition of the same, for the establishment of 
freedom in the territories. 
Also, the petition of the same, for the repeal of all laws for 
the support of slavery and the slave trade in the District of | 
Columtma. , 

Also, the petition of same, ogainst the admission of any 
more slave States into the Union. 

By Mr. GREEN: ‘Three petitions, signed by citizens of || 
Clark and Lewis counties, Missouri, praying Congress to 
provide additional remedies and facilities concerning the || 
reclamation of fugitive slave-, in accordance with the true 
spirit and meaning of the Constitution of the United States. 

By Mr. ROCKWELL: The petition of Owen & Hurl- 
burt, and 41 other citizens of South Lee, Massachusetts, for 
one cent postage On newspapers, and two cent postage on | 
prepaid letters netexceeding balf ounce weight, aud other | 
corresponding reforms. 5 

By Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania: The petition of citi- 
zeus of Pennsylva ia, remonsteating against the further ex- 
tension of the patent for Woodworth’s planing machine, | 
and asking the repeal of the act of the 23th of February, | 
1845, extending said patent. | 

By Mr. BULLER, of Connecticut: The petition of || 
Ephraim Lymon and 80 others, citizens and electors of Ply- || 
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month, Connecticut, prayi: g Congress to pass a law secur- 
—. privitege of a trial by jury to alleged fugitive siaves, 

v Me. CONRAD: ‘The memorial of sundry merchant 
of New Orleans, praying for the establisiment of a regular 


| weekly mail communication between New Orleans and tie 


ports of Mexico. 
by Mr. REED: The petition of William Scott and 39 


| Others, electors of Pennsylvania, praying We repeal of all 


laws sanconing slavery, Or the slave trade, in the Distriet 
of Columbia, and, in the event of their non-repeal, that the 
seat of government be removed to some more suilabie joca- 
thon. 

Also, the prtition of William Scott and 38 others, electors 
of Penasylvania, praying that no State be hereafter adwitred 
into the Union, uuless slavery shall be prohibited by its con- 
sutution. 

By Mr. HENRY: The petition of William F. Manly and 


| 120 others, citizens of Priston, Rutland county, Vermont, 


that no Stute be hereatter aduntted into the Union, whose 
constitution does not prohibit slavery. 
By Mr. THOMPSON, ot Pennsylvania: The petition of 


} James Geer, lor Compensalioyg On account ot services ren- 


cered by his father, Koger Geer, in the revolutionary war, 
Also, a petition of citizens of Pennsylvania, for a mail. 
route trom Caledonia post office to Ede mars, in said county, 
Also, a memorial of the Bar, at Baltimore, in regard to 
the Umted States court room. 
By Mr. JULIAN: The petition of 74 citizens of the town 
and vieinity of Greensboro’, in Henry county, lidiana, pray- 
ing the reduction of postage to the rates of tWo cents per 


|| half ounce on all prepaid letters, and one cent on each 


newspaper. 
By Me. WILMOT: A petition, signed by 40 citizens of 
the State of New York, proying tor the establisiiment of a 


|| tri-weekly mail-route from Leroysville, in’ Penn ylvania, 
|} through Warren and Windbam, to Sinithboro’, in the Siate 


of New York. 
Also, a petition, signed by 28 citizens of Susquehanna 


; ~ ; | county, Pennsylvania, praying that no State herca ter be 
towushbip in Ilinois, for the use of schools. |} admitted into the Union, unless stavery be expressly pro- 


hibited by the constitution of such State. 
By Mr. VHOWE: The petition of Robert Raasell and 70 


' . 
| Others, officers and soldiers (and their descendants) of the 


war of 1812, and citizens of the county of Beaver, Peun- 
sylvania, praying Congress to make just provision for that 
class of citizens. 

Also, the petition of James R. Henry and 4) others, citi- 
zens of Crawtord county, Pennsylvania, praying Congress 


| to repeal all laws sanctioning slavery and the slave trade in 


the District of Columbia. 
Also, one of the same import from James Trimble and 80 


| Others, citizens of Crawtord county, Pennsylvania. 


Also, the petition of John MeFaun and 45 others, citizens 


| of Crawford county, Pennsylvania, praying Congress to 


aboli h slavery and the slave trade in all the territories be- 


| longing to the United States. 


Also, one of the same import from James Donaldson and 
83 others, citizens of Mercer county, Pennsylvania. 

Also, the petition of 8. A. McGean and 27 others, citizens 
of Mercer county, Pennaylvania, praying Congress to avert 
the evils of war by submitting all national disputes to a con- 
gress of nations of arbitrament. 

Also, the petition of William Henry and 45 others, citi- 


|| zens of Crawford county, Pennsylvania, praying Cougress 


to give fugitive slaves the right of tial by jury. 

Also, the petition of James Trimble and 79 others, citi- 
zens of Mercer county, Pennsylvania, praying Cougress 
upon the same subject. 

Also, the petition of Charles M. Hopkins and 8 others, 
citizens of Mercer county, Pennsylvania, praying Congress 
to admit no State her after into the Union unless the con- 


| stitution of such State - hall expressly proh. bit the existence 


of slavery within its limits. 
Also, the petition of William Henry and 50 others, citi- 
zens of Crawford county Pennsylvania, upon the same 


| subject. 


By Mr. PRESTON KING: The petition of 104 citizens 
of St. Lawrence county, New York, asking that the amount 


| of duties in the wiriff of 1846 be made specific instead of ud 
{| valorem on iron. 


Also, the memorial of citizens of Ogdensburg, New York, 


| against extending Woodworth’s planing machive patent, 
| and asking a repeal of the act of 1845. 


Also, the petition of a large number of citizens of F) mira, 
Chemung county, New \ ork, against the admission of any 
more slave States into the Union. 

Also, from the same, for a repeal of all laws enacted or 
adopted by Congress fur the support of slavery in the Dis- 


| trict of ¢ olumbia. 


Also, from the same, for the establishment and protection 
of freedom in the territories of the United States. 

Also, from the same, against the delivery of fugitives with- 
out a trial by jury. 

Also, the petition of 90 electors of the town of Granby, 


|| Oswego county, New York, to prohibit slavery in ail terri- 
| tories of the United States. 


Also, from the same, against the admission of any more 


| slave States. 


Also, from the same, against the delivery of fugitives with- 


| Out a trial by jury. 


Also, from the same, to abolish slavery in the District of 


| Columbia, or to remove the capital. 


Also, the petition of citizens of Owego county, New York, 
for the repeal of all laws enacted or adopted by Congress for 
the support of slavery in We District of Columbia, 

Also, from the same, against the admission of any more 
slave States into the Union. 

Also, from the same, for the establishment and protection 
of freedom in the territories of the United States. 

Also, from the same, to secure fugitayes the right of trial 
by jury. 

aa. the petition of inhabitants of Lewis county, New 
York, for cheap postage. 

Also, the petition of 150 electors of Volney, O«wego 
county, New York, to prohibit slavery in the territories. 

Also, from the same, to prohibit slavery in the Distriet of 
Coluubia, or remove the capital. 

Also, from the same, to establish the claim of fugitives to 
trial by jury. 
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Also, from the same, against any more slave States. 

Also, the petition of inhabiusnts of Scipio, New York, 
agsinst any more slave States. 

Alxo, the petition of D. M. McLachlan and other citizens | 
of Vienna, New York, for the establishinent and protection 
of freedom in the territories in the United States. 

Also, from the same, against any more slave States. 

Also, from the same, to secure the right of trial by jury to 
fugitives... 

Alav, from the same, for the repeal of all laws enacted by | 
Congress for the support of slavery in the District of Co- 
lun: bia. ' 

Also, the petition of citizens of Wyoming county, New | 
York, against any more slave States. 

Also, from the same, for the repeal of laws enacted or | 
adopted hy Congress for the support of slavery in the Dis- 
trict of Columna. 

Also, from the same, for freedom in the territories. 

Also, from the same, to secure to fugitives the right of 
trial by jury. 
By Mr. SAWTELLE: The petition of Rufus Folsom and 
39 others, citizens of Cornville, in the county of Somerset 
and State of Maine, praying Congress to pass a law, estab- | 
lishing a uniform rate of postage not toexceed one cent on 
newspapers, and two Cents on prepaid letters, of half an 
ounce, for all distances, and for other corresponding re- | 

forms. 

Also, the petition of Stephen Weston and 90 others, citi- 
zene of Madison, in the county of Somerset and State of | 
Maine, praying that no State be hereafter admitted into the | 
Union, uuless ve Constiiution of such State shall expressly | 
prohitut the existence of slavery within its limits. 

Also, the petition of H. P, Pratt aud 59 others, citizens of | 
Skowbegan and vicinity, in the State of Maine, praying | 
Congress to establish the rate of postage on prepaid letters at | 
two cents per half ounce, and the postage on newspapers may | 
be so altered that papers may go free to any distance withig | 
thirty miles from the place ot publication, and papers sent 
through the mails over thirty miles and not out of the State 
ove cent, and out of the Bite one and a balf cents. 

Also, the petition of Josiah Harmon and 50 others, citizens 
and electors of ‘Thorndike, in the county of Waldo, in the 
State of Maine, praying that no State be hereafter admitied 
into the Union unless the constitution of such State shall 
expressly prohibit the existence of stfivery within its limits. 

Also, the p tition of the same, praying that slavery and 
the slave trade may be expressty rohibited by ac: of Con- 
gress i all the territories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of the same, praying that provision be 
made by flaw, that whenever a person shall be arrested as a 
fugitive slave in any State other that in which he is alleged 
to be held to service, he shail not be delivered to the claim- 
ant, or bis agent, except on the finding of the jury that he is 
the slave of the claimant, 

Also, the petition of the same, praying for the repeal of all 
laws enacted by Congress, by which slavery or the slave | 
trade is authorized, or sanctioned in the city of Washing- 
ton, or the District of Columbia, and in the event of the 
non-repeal, that the seat of the National Government may 
be removed to some more suitable location. 

hy Mr. MATTESON: The petition of Danie! Smith, jr., 
and 14 others, cit. zens of Lee, Oneida county, New York, 
praying for a uniform reduction of postage to two cents on 
prepaid letters on less than haifan ounce. 

Aiso, the petition of John Masterson and 19 others, citi- 
zens of the same place, for the same purpose. 

Also, the petition of Moses T. White and 22 others, citi- 
zeus of the same place, for the same purpose. 

Also, the petition of David J. Millard, Frederick Hollister, 
and 34 others, citizens of Clayville, in the same county, for 
the same purpose. | 

Also, the petition of W.C. Churehill and 20 others, citi- | 
zena «ft Utica, in the same county, for the same purpose. 

Also, the peiition of Isaiah ‘Tiffany and 9 others, citizens 
of the -ame place, for the same purpose. 

Also, the petition of George W. Wood and 180 others, 
citizens of Queida county, New York, praying a repeal of 
the law granting an extension of Woodworth’s patent for a 
planing inachine. 

Also, the petition of Owen Richards and 85 others, citi- 
zeus of Utica, Oneida county, New York, praying that “no 
State shall be hereafter admitted into the Union, unless | 
the constitution of said State shalt expressly prohibit the | 
existence of slavery within ite limits.” | 

Also, the petition of W. G. Miller and 75 others, citizens | 
of the same place, for the same purpose. | 
| 
| 





Aiso, the petition of Job Parker and 60 others, citizens of 
the same place, for the same purpose. 

A'so, the petition of Wesley Bailey and 70 others, citizens | 
of the saine place, for the same purpose. 

Also, the petition of George Graham and 235 citizens, | 
elect ra of Whitestown, in the same county, for the same | 
purpose. : 

Also, the petition of Nathaniel F. Edgerton and 235 citi- 
gens, electors of the same place, for the same purpose. 

Also, the petition of Reuben Hough and 233 citizens, elec- | 
tors of the same place, for the same purpose, 

Also, the petition of Miah Hobby and 235 others, citizens 
and electors of the same county, tor the saine purpore. | 

By Mr. HAMILTON: ‘The petition of the professors of | 
Bt. James's Coilege, Maryland, for a reduction of postage. 

Also, the petition of the students of the same college, for 
the same purpose. 

By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of D. B. Hadley, A. 
B. terry, and others, citizens of Akron, Ohio, praying for 
the abolition of siavery in the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. HAMPTON: The petition of sundry citizens of 
Pittsburg, Pennsytvania, praying for the sale acertain lot 
of geound, situated in said city, belenana to the United | 
States, and for the erection of a suitable building for the 
post office, custom house, United States courts, &c. | 

Ry Mr. ANDREWS: ‘The petition of W. H. Bingham and | 
37 otvrers, citizens of Clintonville, New York, for the repeal | 
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the same place, for the establishment and protection of 
freedom in the territories of the United Siates. 

Also, the petition of L. D. Gay and 49 others, citizens of 
the sume place, against the admission of more slave States 
into wie Union. 

By Mr. GREEN: Three petitions, signed by citizens of 
Clark and Lewis counties, Missouri, praytug Congress to 
provide additional remedies and tacilies for the reclama- 
tion of fugitive slaves, in accordance with the true spirit and 
meaning of the Constitution of the United States. 

By Mr. CALVIN: A peution of ‘Thomas D.sher and 61 
other citizens of Blair county, Pennsylvania. 

Aiso, the petition of A. McCallister, aud 75 other citi- 
zens of the same county. 

Also, the petition of Junathan Facht and 50 others, from 
the same county. 


Also, the petition of Charles Haines and 23 others, of || 


the same county. 

Also, the petition of Samuel R. Schumeker and 32 others, 
of the same county. 

Also, the petiuon of Washington Givter and 17 others, of 
the same county. 

Also, the peution of A. G. Curtin, and 100 others, citi- 
zens of Centre county, Penusylva. ta. 

Also, thr petition of William R. Alexander and 75 others, 
citizens of the same county. 

Also, the petiuon of Ludwick Kurtz and 44 others, citi- 
zens of the same county. 

Also, the petition of David Edmistan and 81 others, citi- 
zens of the same county. 

Also, the petitiun o! John Watson and 46 others, citizens 
of Huntingdon county, Pennsylvania. 

Also, the petition ot Juhu Potter and 62 others, citizens 
of the same county. 

Also, the petition of General 8. M. Green and 38 others, 
citizens of the same county. 

Also, the petition of Wiiham Caldewood and 151 others, 
citizens of Clarion county, Pennsylvauia—all praying Con- 
gress to inodily the tariti of 1946, so as to afford protection 
io the greatiron interests of Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. MANN, of Massachusetts: Tie petition of W. W. 
Crosby and 72 others, cluzens ot Ruasell, Massachusetts, 
praying for cheap posta.e. 

Also, the petition of Seth B. Cushing and 51 others, 
ciazeus of Hinghain, Massachusetts, fur the sume object. 

Also, the petition of Lyman Gilbert aud 16 others, citi- 
zens of Newton, Massaciiusetis, for the same object. 

Also, the petition of R. L. Storrs and 52 oihers, citizens 
of Braintree, Massachusetts, for the same object. 

Also, ihe petition of the Mayor, Aldermen and Common 
Council, of the city of Roxbury, Massachusetts, for the 
same object. 

Also, three petitions of Edward Russell and 11 others, 
citizens of Sandwich, Massachusetts, praying, respectively, 
for the abolition of slavery and the siave-trade in the Dis 
trict o: Columbia, and in all the territories of the United 
Gao and that no more slave States be admitted into he 

mon. 

By Mr. BUTLER, of Connecticut: The memorial of Wil- 
liam S. Bootun and 47 others, citizens ot Norwalk, Con- 
necticut, praying that bo new State be admitted unless its 
constitution exciude slavery. 

Also, of the same, praying & trial by jury in favor of ar- 
rested fugitive slaves. 

Also, of the same, praying that slavery and the slave 
trade, be prohibited in the territories of the United States. 

By Mr. BOYD: The memorial of D. Matthews and 
others, in favor of cheap postage. 

By Mr. ASHE: ‘The petition of the citizens of Fayette- 
ville, North Carolina, praying for the completion of the 
North Carolina arsenal. 

Also, the memorial of citizens of Onslow county, North 
Carolina, asking an appropriation to remove obstructions at 
the mouth of New river, and to establish a port of eutry at 
the town of Jacksonviile. 

By Mr. DURKEE: The petition of Wilder Dearborn and 
185 others, citizens ot Chelsea, in the State of Vermont, 
asking for the establishinent and protection of freedom in 
the territories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of ‘Thomas S. Hubbard and 182 others, 
citizens of the same place, a-king tor the repeal of all laws 
enacted or adopted by Congress, for whe support of slavery 
in the District of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of L. Bacon and 188 others, citizens of 
the same place, asking to secure to alleged fugitives, the 
rightot uial by jury. 

Also, the petition of Levi B. Vilas and 191 others, citi- 
zens ot the same place, against the admission of any more 
slave States into the Union. 

Also, the petition of Lucius Foote and 7s others, citizens 
of the State of Wiscon-im, axking for the reduction of post- 
age to two cents, on each letter. 

Also, the petition of Lucius Foote and 65 others, citizens 
of Delavan, in the State of Wisconsin, asking tor the es- 
tablishment of “stipulated arbitration,” or Congress of 
nations for the settiement of interoational affairs. 


IN SENATE, 
Monpay, March 25, 1850. 

Mr. SEWARD presented a petition, signed by 
one hundred and forty-two citizens and electors of 
the town of Albany, New York, asking that in 
any bill which passes Congress relating to fugitive 
slaves, the following scriptural clause may be in- 
serted: ** Thou shalt not deliver unto his master 
* the servant which is escaped from his master unto 
‘ thee. He shall dwell with thee, even among you, 
‘in that place which he shall choose in one of thy 
* gates where it liketh him best; thou shalt not op- 





of all laws enacted or adopted by Congress for the support | mi him,”* (Deuteronomy, ch. 23, v. 15, 16.) 


of stavery in the District of Columbia. 

Also, ihe petition of L. D. Gay and 47 others, 
the same place, to secure to alleged fugitives the right of 
trial by jary. 

Also, the petition of L, D. Gay and 49 others, citigeas of | 


citizens of || Jaw, The petiuon was received, a 


is, says the petition, ig not typical, but moral | 
i nd ordered to he tional character in such a manner, consistent with a rigid 


on the table. 
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| electors of the town of Albany, in th 
| New York, asking that slavery = the oe 
may be expressly prohibited by act of Congress 
in all the territories of the United Sues. 

Also, of one hundred and forty-two citizens and 
| electors of Albany, New York, against the admis. 





sion of any more slave States into the Union. 
| Also, of one hundred and forty-two citizens and 
| voters of the same town and State, asking that the 
right of trial by jury may be secured to alleged 
fugitive slaves, 
| Allof which were received, and ordered to lie 
| on the table. 
Also, of citizens of Moravia, in the State of 
| New York, asking that the right of habeas corpus 
| may be secured to every person in the United 
States who is deprived of his liberty under pre. 
tence of his being property; which was received 
and ordered to lie on the table. ; 
_ Also, a petition of citizens and voters of Wash- 
| ington county, in the State of New York; also 
of citizens and voters of Erie and Cattaraugus 
counties, in the same State; also, of citizens and 
voters of the city of Auburn, Cayuga county, New 
| York; also, two petitions of citizens and voters 
| of the town of Stockbridge, Madison county, New 
York, all praying that slavery may be expressly 
prohibited by act of Congress; which several p- 
| titions were received, and ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Also, two petitions of citizens and legal voters 

of Stockbridge, Madison county, New York; also, 
| one of citizens and legal voters of the town of 
Auburn, Cayuga county, New York; also, one 
of citizens and legal voters of Erie and Catta- 
raugus counties, New York, all praying that the 
right of trial by jury may be extended t» fugitive 
slaves; which several petitions were received, and 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Also, two petitions of citizens and legal voters 
of Stockbridge, Madison county, New York; also, 
one of citizens and legal voters of Evie and Cat- 
taraugus counties, New York; also, one of citi- 
zens and legal voters of Washington county, New 
York ; also, one of citizens and legal voters of 
Septt, Courtland county, New York; also, one 
of citizens and legal voters of Auburn, Cayuga 
sere New York, all praying that no State may 
hereafter be admitted into the Union whose con- 
stitution does not expressly prohibit slavery within 
its limits; all of which were received, and ordered 
to lie on the table. 

Also, two petitions from citizens and legal voters 
of Stockbridge, Madison county, New York; also, 
one from citizers and legal voters of Albany, 
Albany county, New York; also, one from citi- 
zens and legal voters of the town of Scott, Court- 
land county, New York; also, one from citizens 
and legal voters of the counties of Cattaraugus 
and Erie, New York; also, one from citizens and 
legal voters of the city of Auburn, Cayuga county, 
New York, all praying that slavery and the 
slave-trade may be abolished in the District of 
Columbia, or in default thereof, that the seat of 
government may be removed to some more suitable 
place; all of which were received, and ordered to 

lie-on the table. 

Also, a petition from citizens of Stockbridge, 
asking the adoption of measures for the adjust- 
ment of international difficulties; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee 0.1 Foreign Relations. 


RESOLUTIONS OF A STATE LEGISLATURE. 


Mr. MILLER presented resolutions of the Le- 
gislature of the State of New Jersey; which were 
| read, as follow: 
| Resolved, ‘That the Union of the States is of inestimable 
vaiue to the people of New Jersey, to America, and the 
eause of civil liberty throughout the world. 

Resolved, Tivat the advice of the immortal Washington, 
in his farewell address to the people of the United States, to 
avoid sectional divisions and animusities, and to frown in- 
diguantly upon any attempt to alienate one section of the 
country from another, is deserving of profound respect and 
veneration from all patriotic citizens ; and that no existing 
circumstances will warrant our disregard and gon- observ: 
ance of that advice at the present time. 

Resolved, ‘That we view with tegret the systematic at- 
tempts of many misguided persons to alienate one section 
of our country from another; and that New Jersey, the bat- 
tle-ground of the Revolution, deprecatgs any action, in Con- 
gress or elsewhere, which may have any such tendency, or 
serve to endanger the union of the States. 

Resolved, That our Senators and Representatives in Con- 

are hereby requested to vote on all questions of a sec- 





construction of the Con-titution, a3 will have a tendency © 
allay any geographical animosities which may exist, a 


Also, of one hundred and forty-two citizens and | promote the cause of harmony in our national couneils. 
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The resolutions were ordered to lie on the table, 
and be printed. : 

Also, resolutions from the same, requesting the 
Senators and Representatives in Congress to urge 
the settlement of the claims of Captain William 
Napton, a citizen of New Jersey, against the 
United States, for compensation for clothing and 
subsistence, furnished to a company of New 
Jersey volunteers, enlisted by him for the Mexi- 
can war; which were referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. = < 

Mr. DAYTON presented a petition of citizens 
of New Jersey, asking the establishment of an 
additional collection district in that State; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. MORTON presented a memorial from the 
register and receiver of the land-office at St. 
Augustine, Florida, asking to be allowed commis- 
sions on entries of lands under military bounty 
land warrants; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Also, a memorial from James J. Stark, a settler 
under the act of 1842, for the armed occupation of 
East Florida, asking that a patent may be issued 
for the lands settled by him; which was referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented a petition of citizens 
of Newcastle and its vicinity, in Maine, asking a 
reduction of the rates of postage; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post-Office and 
Post Roads. + 

Also presented, a petition of merchants, ship- 
owners, and others, citizens of Portland, Maine, 
and a petition of the Portland Marine Society, 
asking the completion of the breakwater and the 
erection of a light-house in the harbor of Port- 
land; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, presented a peti- 
tion of citizens of Brown county, Wisconsin, 
asking a grant of land for the construction of a 
road from Green Bay, in that State, to St. Paul’s, 
in Minnesota Territory; which was referred to the 
Committee on Public Tide. 

Mr. CASS presented a memorial of citizens of 
Indiana, asking that bounty lands may be granted 
tothe officers and soldiers who served in the last 
war with Great Britain, and the several Indian 
wars; which was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. CHASE presented a resolution of the Le- 
gislature of Ohio, in favor of a law reducing the 
price of the public lands in the State of Ohio, and 
confining the sales of such lands to actual settlers 
in quarter section tracts; which was referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to 
be printed, 

Mr. FELCH presented a petition of citizens of 
Kalamazoo, Michigan, asking a reduction of the 
rates of postage to two cents on all prepaid letters 
not exceeding half an ounce. 

Mr. CLEMENS presented six petitions of citi- 
zens of Alabama, asking that the office of chaplain 
in the public service may beabolished. He said, 
I present them, but I take occasion to say, that | 
think them a great humbug. I prefer the right of 
instruction to the right of petition. The petitions 
were then referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


Mr. WEBSTER. Mr. Presideni, if the Senate 
will indulge me, | wish to make a few remarks on 
a matter personal to myself. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there is no ob- 
i the Senator from Massachusetts will be 

eard. The Chair hears no objection. 

Mr. WEBSTER. Some persons, sir, are edi- 
fying the Senate and the House,’and | suppose 
the country, by sending round a little scrap of 
paper, with my name at the top of it, and quoting 
from a speech delivered by me, in my place here, 
mn 1848, if I mistake not, in which I said that ** my 
‘ opposition to the increase of slavery in this coun- 
‘try, or to the increase of slave representation in 
‘Congress, is general and universal. It has no 
‘reference to the lines of latitude, or the points of 
‘the compass. 1 shall oppose all such extension, 
‘and all such increase, in all things, under all cir- 
‘cumstances, even against all inducements, against 
‘all combinations, against all compromises.--Dan- 
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Mr. DAWSON. Ithas. 
Mr. WEBSTER. I undertake to say, that any 
body who quotes that speech, for the purpose of 
showing any inconsistency between the sentiments 
1 hold now, and those which | addressed to the 


Senate then, either does not understand the subject, 
oris not candid. There is no inconsistency. There 


is RO Inconsistency whatever, between anything’ |) 


which I ever said in the Senate, and the apeech 
which I addressed to the Senate a fortnight ago. 
No man can show any such inconsistency. I have 


never voted for any increase of slavery, or slave | 
territory; but I have suid, that | will stand to the | 
— faith of the Government; and if others | 


ave bound the Government by particular stipula- 


tions, | shall not set up my own individual opinion || 
upon the constitutionality of the law creating those | 
itis not the part of a statesman so to | 
act; it is not the part of a member of Congress so | 


pledges 


to act; and lastly, it is not the part of an intelli- 
gent and honest man so to act. 


I repeat, sir, that there is not a man in the coun- |) 
try, here or elsewhere, of candor and intelligence, | 
that can see for himself, and that will suggest to |) 
Others, that there is a particle of difference be- || 


tween the remarks which | addressed to the Sen- 
ate here some fortnight or ten days ago, and any- 
thing that was, either in 1848, or at any other time, 
or in any other place, spoken by me on this sub- 
ject; and the man who says there is, | repeat, is 
either not intelligent or not candid. 

Mr. HALE. 1 read the quotation in the re- 


marks | made to the Senate the other day, cer- || 
tainly under no feeling of want of respect for the | 
distinguished Senator from Massachusetts, and || 


without expressing any opinion as to whether 


this is a discrepancy between the sentime.its he | 


advocated in 15848, and those which he advocates 
now. 


of that question. The honorable Senator thinks 
that if there are any persons who see discrepan- 
cies, they ure either wanting in candor or wanting 
in intelligence. Now, however any one would 
shrink from so severe a censure, coming from 


such a quarter, | will say, being thus challenged, | 


that to my mind the difference is a very great one. 
It should be remembered, that the resolutions of 
1845, which the honorable Senator thinks have 
bound the plighted faith of this Government to 
admit four new slave States out of the ‘Territory 
of ‘Texas, had already passed in 1848, and had as 
much binding force in 1848 as they have in 13850, 
and yet, if | understand the remarks made by the 
honorable Senator in 1848, his opposition to the 
increase of slavery in the country was general and 


universal, without qualification, “ against all in- || 
*ducements, all combinations, and all compro- | 


‘ mises.’’ But, sir, the two speeches are before the 


country, and no assertion that I can make, and no | 
denial that anybody else can make, can biind the |, 


common sense of the country to what they mean. 
If there is no discrepancy, the honorable Senator 
will seem to be right; if there be a discrepancy, it 
is for the country to judge of it; but in the re- 
marks which | made, t gave the quotation, with- 
out stating whether there was a discrepancy or 
not. 

Mr. WEBSTER. If the honorable member 
did not make that quotauon for the purpose ot 
uttering or intimating a suggestion that there was 
an inconsistency, | cunnot conceive for what pur- 
pose he did make it. He may—he may; but 
cannot see the object of his remark. Why, what 
is there that | have said since 1848? 


and can only mean, that 1 would ve accessory to 
bringing in no new slave territory into the Union, 
and Ihave notbeen. It cannot be fairly construed 
to mean that | would seek to undo what Congress 


has done, to oppose my own opinion to the law of 


the land and the Constitution of the country. 

Sir, | have always said, and done whatever | 
could, to resist the acquisition of slave territury. 
1 voted against the war, because that war was made 
in order to obtain, by conquest, slave territory. | 
voted against the treaty, Lecause that treaty was 
made for the purpose of bringing slave territory 
into the Union How did the member from New 


Hampshire vote on the ratification of the treaty? 


Mr. HALE. I voted for it. 


1 made no assertion of that sort; | merely | 
read the quotation, and left the country to judge || 


Any fair | 
interpretation of my remarks in 1843 would mean, 


591 
| would vote against it now; and if that gentleman 
| had stood by me, and two or three other gentie- 
men on this side of the chamber, this controversy 
would never have arisen. We should have got 

id our money, and if we had not, | should 
| hardly have cared, provided we had not purchased 
| this bone of contention. But the gentleman him- 
|| Self did vote for the treaty bringing in these new 

conquests, and now he 1s afraid there will be 
| slavery there—now he is desirous of covering the 
| white tops of its hills, and the barren sides of its 


, mountains, and its useless valleys, under the pro- 
| tection of a law of Congress, against slavery. 
|| Why did he not keep out the territory, keep 
| the question out, keep this controversy out? 
Mr. HALE. I want to make one further ex- 
| planation, sir; and I am sorry, very sorry, to be 
| driven do to it. The honorable Senator asks me 
why I did not vote to keep it out? I call upon 
|| the Senate to mark what | am about to say. A 
motion was made by the Senator from Connecticut 
to insert in the treaty a provision keeping slavery 
|, out of the whole country that we should acquire, 
and upon that vote my name stands recorded in 
| favor of the proposition; and upon that vote, the 
| name of the honorable Senator from Massachu- 
| setts does not appear at all, although it appears 
|| that he was in the Senate five minutes before, and 
} five minutes after, the vote was taken. So much 
|| for that, sir, Again: when this treaty was before 
|| the Senate, another proposition was made by the 
|| Senator from North Carolina to insert an amend- 
ment to the boundaries, so as to leave out all the 
|| territory about which there was any dispute, ex- 
| 
' 
| 





|| cept the disputed boundary of Texas. | do not 
|| remember how the Senator from Massachusetts 
| voted on that motion,* but I know how | voted. 
| I voted to keep it out, to amend the treaty so that 

the whole territory might be left out, and simply 

to settle the boundary between this country and 
|| Texas. And, sir, there were not fifieen—not one 
| third of the Senate found to vote for that amend- 
|'ment. I do not remember how the Senator from 
Massachusetts voted on that occasion, but the 
'| record will show. I voted in fact against the war; 
I voted against all supplies to the war; and | voted 
|| for the treaty, because I thought, in the words | 
think of Benjamin Franklin, that there never could 
be a good war or a bad peace; that peace was bet- 
ter than war, and therefore that 1 would take the 
best peace that I could get. I tried to make the 
peace better, but when I found that we had got 
| the best that we could get, I took it. 

It was, sir, with no purpose of provoking con- 
troversy with the Senator from Massachusetta, or 
any one else, that | alluded to this matter. He 
says, and says with great truth, that if the remark 

was not made under the impression that there was 
| a discrepancy, he does not know what tt was made 
I state distinctly that | do believe there is a 
difference, and a very wide one, between the posi- 
tion assumed by the honorable Senator in 1848, 
and the position assumed by him a few days since, 
‘| If Lam mistaken in this, | am not alone in it. 
|| The whole country, sir, so understands it. I 
| think there have been the most flattering words, 
| and the highest commendation, bestowed upon the 
| honorable Senator for the position he has taken in 
1850, from sources where, for the first time in his 
|| life, he has had anything savoring of commenda- 
‘| tion. It will be found in a newspaper publisied 
| in this city, the most constant, most uniform, and 
most unscrupulous in abusing, without measure, 
every man from the North, that has swod up for 
northern rights, and the honorable Senator among 
the rest, until the speech made the other day; | allude 


| 
j 





|| for. 














* Nore.—We have been requested to append the follow- 
ing to the remarks made by Mr. liave: 

By reterence to the Journal of the Senate, it appeara that 
on the motion made by Mr. Bapcer. © amend the treaty 
with Mexico, so as to leave out all the territory exeept what 
‘Texas: aimed as within her boundary, Mr. Weserer voted 

| with those who were for striking out the increase of verri- 
tory. 

| ‘The yeas and nays were as follows, on the question, 

Shah these words stand as part of the fifth articte of the 

treaty ?°— 

Ten s— Messrs. Alien, Ashley, Atehison, Atherton, Baghy, 

Bell, Benton, Bradbury, Breese, Bright, Butler, Cathoun, 
‘ ameron, Cass, Davis of Mississippi, Dickinson. Dix, lioug- 
las, Downs, Felch, Foote, Hannegan, Hunter, Johnson of 
| Maryland Jobneon of Louisiana, Jolson of Georgii, 
| Lewis, Mason, Moore, Niles, Rusk, 5 vier, >tusgeun, 

t Turney, and Yulee. 











‘iel Webster, 1843.” 


| I believe the passage has been quoted in the 
| Senate, 


Mr. WEBSTER, I supposed he did, so I.do 
not stand upon the same ground with him in that 
respect. I voted against that treaty in 1848 as I 


Navs—Messre. Badget, Baldwin, Berrien, Clarke, Cor- 
Miller, Peasce, 
p*, Spruanee, Underwued, Upham, and Webster. 





pins Davis of Massachusetts, Green, Hale, 
‘a 





Ws. 
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if the vocabulary of adulation was exhausted to || third reading, read a third time, and passed. 


find commendation to bestow upon the honorable 
Senator for the course which he took in that 
speech, by a paper which, up to that moment, had 
constantly and continually abused him, and not 
only him, but every man who stood with him. If 
I am mistaken, this very astute and sagacious 
editor is mistaken; and the whole country is mis- 
taken, also. 

But, sir, £ have impugned and impeached no 
man’s motives. [ would almost sooner lose my 
life, thun sugges: that the honorable Senator, in 
making the ehange, has been governed by any- 
thing but the high and patriotic motives which 
have been imputed to him, and the other honora- 
ble Senators who have made an effort to settle 


this distracting question, which disturbs the coun- || : 
B64 : 6 2 | there was a difference of opinion on some points, 


| in regurd to which, each reserves the privilege of 
| stating his own opinions, and of acting in accord- 


try; bat ( cannot shut my eyes to the convictions 
of my own judgment, and when I see a man oc- 


cupying the position which the honorable Senator | 


occupies—a man, whose fame is part of the inher- 


HI 
1] 


ritories, to which was referred the several bills 





NEW STATES AND TERRITORIES. 
Mr. DOUGLAS, from the Committee on Ter- 


nd memorials, relating to the admission of the 
Siate of California into the Union, and the memo- 


| tials and bills relating, to the establishment of ter- 


itance of every son of New Hampshire, at least, | 


if not of the whole country; when I see him | 


teking a course calculated, in my judgment, to 


sacrifice interests which are dear to every northern | 


man; when I eee him, in the great contest now in 


issue-—when the eyes of Christendom are fastened || 


upon us, and on which the interests of unbogn 
millions, throughout the countless generations in 
which the world shall exist, are suspended; when 
I see a man occupying such a position, in a con- 
test like this, taking a course different from that 
which he has hitherto pursued, I cannot shut my 
eyes to the fact; and | have simply called attention 
to it, without suggesting anything improper or 
discourteous toward him; and I think that, if an 


issue is to be made between my candor and intel- | 
ligence, and that of anybody else, in this matter, | 
that the verdict of the country must be, that there | 
is a marked and wide difference between the po- 

sition occupied by the honorable Senator now, | 


and that which he occupied in 1848. 

Mr. WEBSTER. This is not a question of 
motives; [.lo not throw myself back for protec- 
tion upon the purity of motives; it is a question 
of optnion—a question of consistency. The gen- 


tleman says that he quoted this extract without | 


saying there was any inconsistency about it; yet 
his whole argument now is to prove that there is 
such inconsistency. He says the whole country 
thinks so too. Sir, [ do not take that gentleman’s 
understanding of the opinion of the whole country 
as authentic, nor do I think him a competent wit- 
ness to prove what the whole country’s opinion is 
in regard to the consistency of my opinions. He 
can speak for himself, and state his own impres- 
sions; Lut he is taking rather too large a jurisdic- 
tion to himself, when he stands up here to speak 
for the whole country, I demur—l hesitate—t 
doubt—I repel any such authority of the honorable 
member. I leave it to the country to judge and 
to speak its own opinions; I shall not say what is 
the sentiment of the country. 1 do not find myself 
competent to say, yet I trust I am nearly as com- 
petent as the member who undertakes to lay down 
what the sentiment of the whole country is. After 
all, t believe, sir, it comes pretty much to this: 
The gentleman’s observations, if they did not 
originate in, are somewhat tinctured by—they 
take a little flavor, an odor, a perfume from—the 
fact, not, it seems, atall agreeable to him, thata 
certain portion of the public press, which he says 
for « series of years has been unfavorable to me, 
now comes out in commendation of my speech 
and my sentiments. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. MASON, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which was referred the bill from the 
House, for the relief of Thomas Dennis, reported 
the same back without amendment. For this bill, 
said the honorable gentleman, I ask the immediate 
consideration of the Senate, as the poor man is in 
suffering and want. It is to provide for him a 
pension of thirty dollars a month, for injuries 
received at the time of the fire and explosion of the 
steamer Missouri, at Gibraltar. This young man 
lost both arms; they were amputated near to the 
shoulders; and he ia, of course, incapacitated from 
auing himself in any manner whatever, and is in 
very destitute circumstances. 

The bill was then considered, as in Committee 
of the Whole, and no amendment having been 





| into the Union, 


| gentleman, that one member of the committee was 


| the privilege of offering such amendments as shall 


| porting of those bills, to give one the preference 


| or, if passed, be passed pari passu, I suggest to the 


| direction from us. 


| order of their consideration—the priority of busi- 


| view. 
| words: 


ritorial governments, and the settlement of the 
boundary of Texas, reported the following bills: 
A bill for the admission of the State of California 


A bill to establish the Territorial governments of 
Utah and New Mexico, and for other purposes. 
I am directed also to state, said the honorable 


absent from the city, and among those present, 


ance therewith; and the two members of the com- 
mittee, who are under instructions, also reserve 


be necessary to comply with those instructions. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Have these bills 
been referred to the committee? 

Mr. DOUGLAS. They are reported as sub- 
stitutes for bills which have been referred to the 
committee. 

Mr. FOOTE. I wish to ask the Senator 
whether he and the committee desired, in the re- 


over the other, or was it merely the inadvertence 
of the Secretary in reference to it? As it is proba- 
ble that these two bills will be considered together, 


Senator, whether it is not desirable to consider, 
first the bill about which there is the least doubt, 
and leave the California bill to be disposed of 
afterward. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. The committee gave no di- 
rection on that point. The Califorma bill was 
reporied first, because it was referred first; but it 
was the intention of the committee to leave the 


nes3—to the decision of the Senate, without any 
I move that the bills be laid 
on the table for the present, and printed. 

The bills were then severally read, and passed 
to a second reading. 


THE PUBLIC PRINTING. 

Mr. BELL. I desire to call the attention of the 
Senate to a subject of interest to the body gener- 
ally, and to offer a resolution in relation to it. 1 
refer to the delay in the public printing. 1 havea 
resolution, not exactly in conformity with my own 
judgment, but which has been suggested to me as 
most appropriate, which | will offer. It may be 
put, if necessary, in the form of a joint resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be instructed 
toinquire and report, whether any and what arrangementor 
legisiation is necessary to effect a more prompt aud proper 
execution of the printing of Congress, 

The second section of the act of 1846, which 
provides for this subject, is drawn up in such 
terms as to render it a little doubtful what is the 
proper course for the Senate to pursue, in regard 
to it, in order to remedy the evil we all have in 
The second section of the act is in these 


« That a committee, consisting of three members of the 


Senate and three members of the House of Representatives, | 


shall be chosen by their respecuve houses, which shail 
constitute a Committee on Printing, which shall have power 
to adopt such measures as may be deemed nece-sary to 


| remedy any neglect or delay on the part of the contractor to 





| 


execute the work ordered by Congress, and to make a pro 
rata reduction in the compensation aliowed, or to refuse the 
work altogether, should it be inferior to the standard.’? 
That, I think, gives full power to the commit- 
tee to act on the subject. I understand, however, 
that the Committee on Printing have had the sub- 
ject under consideration, but they have found so 
much difficulty under the power given to them in 
general terms, that they have not been able to act 
under it. It is to relieve the committee from em- 
barrassment, that I deem it necessary that the Sen- 
ate should pass some resolution of this character. 
I had supposed myself, that the most prompt way 
of effecting the object, would be to pass a resolu- 
tion which | have myself drawn up, and which I 
may propose in lieu of the one I have just offered. 
If the chairman of the Committee on Printing 
does not object to it, I will suggest, that I think it 
off tra a better method of securing the object than 
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the resolution sent to the chair. However, as th 

resolution has had the concurrence of other aeeds. 
men, perhaps the one I hold in my hand may wo 
be so successful as the one I have offered, The 


| resolution, which | hold in my hand, will authorize 


| important printing into the hands of other 





| inquiries made by 


the Committee on Printing at once to put all the 


The resolution which has been sent to the whale 


merely a resolution directing the committee to jn. 
quire into the subject; and it may be a fortnight or 
a month before any report may be made, or an 
method adopted, of remedying the inconvenience, 
under which we now labor. I trust that the chair. 
man of the Committee on Printing will State 
whether, in his opinion, this latter method wil 
not be the best. 

Mr. BORLAND. I feel, as much as any one 
can, the inconvenience under which we labor, and 


| [ do not know that it is very material which rego. 


lution shall be adopted. I think, however, that if 
there be any advantage in the one over the other, 
it is in favor of the resolution which has been syb. 
mitted, for the reason that the committee have had 
this subject under consideration, and have ascer. 
tained what they can do to expedite the printing, 


| and will be prepared to repert to-morrow what is 


the conclusion to which they have come from the 
them. 

Mr. BENTON. | agree, sir, in the existence 
of the evil which has been stated by the Senator 
from Tennessee. We all feel it—we all know 
that our public printing is not executed, and that 
the object of public printing is no longer secured, 


| The object is to have the information for the Sen- 


ate to act upon within the time in which they want 
it; but we do not get it. If this had been a short 
instead of a long session, we should have ad- 
journed before we had obtained any of the large 
documents. ‘hey may come in hereafter, in time 


| for the commencement of the next session. I agree 


with him as to the existence of the evil, but | dis- 
agree with the Senator from Tennessee toto calo, as 
to the remedy which he proposes. 1! hold that our 
present course is fundamentally wrong. I hold 
that it is radically wrong, to make any committee 
of this body a committee to contract for its print- 
ing. I hold that our officers are the proper persons 
to do this, and that all the Senator has to do, to 
accomplish his object, and in a way most advan- 
tageous to the Senate, is merely to copy the words 
of the joint resolution of 1819. The words of that 
resoluuon provide, that where any of the public 
rinting is inconveniently delayed, either the 
Bougi ot the Senate may order its Secretary or 
Clerk to have it done, and done in time for the use 
of the body, and if they do not get it done on the 
same terms as the public printer had contracted for, 
the excess shall be charged to him. If we had 
these words of the joint resolution of 1819 restored, 
we should be able to go on at once with the public 
printing. We should then have an officer to get 
this work done, whose duties are administrative, 
and whose business it is to look out for persons to 
do the work in time, and who is responsible to the 
body. Sir, Senators are not responsible to us for 
the manner in which they execute trusts of this 
kind. We cannot censure them—we cannot even 
call upon them to tell how they have done it. We 
cannot ask them to tell us why they give the work 
to one person, and not to another; but we might 
dismiss our Secretary if he should do anything of 
which the Senate disapproved. Sir, the idea 1s 
wrong—fundamentally wrong—of employing Sen- 
ators to make contracts—we should leave this 
the administrative officers of the Senate. If the 
Senator from Tennessee will only adopt the words 
of the resolution of 1819, I will go with him with 
all my heart; but if he brings in a scheme by 
which a committee of this body is to be charged 
with this duty, I, as a working member, and one 
who wants materials to work upon, must oppose 
it, and endeavor to get the resolution of 1819 
adopted. ste 
Mr. DICKINSON. My object in rising, 18 © 
say, that it is obvious that this debate Is not going 
to close here, and the time having arrived for pro- 
ceeding to the consideration of the special order 
the day, I move to lay the resolution on the table. 
Mr. ,BELL. I desire to say, that I have n° 
objection to the amendment suggested by the Sen- 
ator from Missouri, and that I concur in the reason 
assigned by him; but I doubt whether his objec- 
tion will not defeat the object altogether, ® 
whether we shall not get into a diseussion with 
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